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Unit 1 Response to Literature Assignment 

British Literature 

Response to Literature: 

Beowulf 

 

 Beowulf written by Anglo/Saxon scholar Francis Barton Gummere is a literary epic from 

the early 700’s, AD. It is believed by a numerous number of historians to be an incredible story 

passed through dozens of generations, much older than the written date, by mouth. It was 

finally written down during the 8th century by this scholar and monk. As this poem is written in 

Old English, the translations of it into our modern-day language have thrown off the poetic flow 

of the epic, but the story itself remains quite a historical sensation. Many stories in the modern 

world are written with a protagonist whom is given by the author all the correct and ideal moral 

codes; a strong warrior who is humble, protective, and righteous… which are all qualities 

included in the poetic epic of Beowulf. 

 I believe that Beowulf is written to inspire young warriors during the Anglo/Saxon 

culture. As a culture who fought in many wars and small battles for territory, it was indeed a 

kingdom with a large army, many soldiers, as well as brave veterans. Having a story like this 

passed around through the armies, and not only during battle, but also during daily life seems 
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like quite a motivator for all citizens of the kingdom. The young nervous for their first battle, 

the wounded terrified of losing their lives, the older, exhausted soldiers heading into yet 

another battle, and elder veterans living out their final days at home; as well as women worried 

for their husbands, sons, and brothers, who could all strive to be just like the hero Beowulf in all 

his bravery, strength, morality, and justice. 

 Beowulf begins within this story as a simple soldier who gains the king’s honor by killing 

the monster who had been torturing and plaguing King Hrothgar’s kingdom for years. Through 

his bravery as well as humbleness, he earned banquets in his name including the inheritance of 

a throne. With his wisdom and strong yearning for peace, he ruled justly over his kingdom for 

over fifty years. After the ultimate battle where Beowulf dies a hero’s death, the funeral comes 

around. The words spoken by the soldiers are those of gratitude and honor; they say that 

Beowulf had been the most just and righteous king they had ever known: 

They praised his earlship, his acts of prowess 

worthily witnessed: and well it is 

that men their master-friend mightily laud, 

heartily love. (Ch. 41) 

They continue on to add that he was not a king who enforced rank or privilege, but rather he 

was a king who saw every soldier and servant for who they were and what they did for the 

honor of their kingdom: 

Thus made their mourning the men of Geatland, 
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for their hero's passing his hearth-companions: 

quoth that of all the kings of earth, 

of men he was mildest and most beloved, 

to his kin the kindest, keenest for praise. (Ch. 41) 

 He is admired by everyone in his kingdom, which is effectively what makes this poetic epic a 

story which I believe was written for a kingdom during a time of great battles within a state of 

constant war. 

 I truly recommend this incredible work of literature to anyone interested in the Old-

English, Anglo/Saxon time period, which was between the early 400s, A.D. and through 1,000 

A.D. There are so many various works of literature from this time period; not limited to just this 

one. Although the authors of these mind-bogglingly creative works of early times’ literature 

remain a mystery, we can be immensely grateful for the fact that they have survived all of these 

thousands-plus years so that we may enjoy them and marvel at the intelligence behind every 

word written. 
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