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Reviewing and Setting of The Wanderer 

The poem “the wanderer” is an elegy, meaning a poem of serious 

reflection, an elegy is a sad poem usually written to express sorrow for 

the dead. Such as, in the wanderer (row 96-100) “the warriors, taken 

off by the glory of spears, the weapons greedy for slaughter, the famous 

fate.”  This poem specifically was Witten in reflection of soldiers and 

kinds, wise men and wanderers, the life and death to god, and the ways 

of life and curiosity of its purpose. “So spoke the wanderer, mindful of 

hardships, of fierce slaughters, and the downfall of king’s men: often I 

had alone to speak of trouble each morning before dawn. There is none 

now living.” (Row 4-8a.) Throughout this poem the writer refers to wise 

men and wanderers. “A wise man must be patient; he must never be 

too impulsive.” And, again “so spoke the wanderer, mindful of 

hardships.” He does not speak to them differently, as if the wanderer 

was any less important than the wise man. He tells both the wise man 

and the wanderer to be weary of life’s hardships and behaviors to 

avoid. He tells them not to be ignorant to the darkness of man. “Indeed 

I cannot think why my spirit does not darken when I ponder on the 

whole life of man throughout the world, how the suddenly left the 

floor.” (Row 60a.) the man seems both instructional to the reader to be 

weary of the difficulties and death we may face to do so calmly, as he is 

mournful of those who have lost their own lives 
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The writer seems to have referred to Genesis, when he says “the 

gray wolf shared one with death, one, and the dreary-faced man buried 

in a grave. And so He destroyed this city, He, the Creator of Men, until 

deprived of the noise of the citizens.” (Row 84a.) The way the writer 

wrote this assumes he agreed with the idea of Gods flood due to the 

darkness created by man. He acknowledges that as much as the good in 

the world, when he says “He who thought wisely this foundation, 

pondered deeply on this dark life, wise in spirit, remembered often from 

afar.”(Row 88) He says the wise once again in this, saying the wise 

reflect and do not ignore the morbid, but the dreary-faced man was 

buried in a grave. Accepting the world for how it is not letting the world 

mold you into it, into the dreary-faced man. “I know it truly, it is in men 

a noble custom, that one should keep secure his spirit-chest (mind), 

guard his treasure-chamber (thoughts), and think as he wishes. The 

weary spirit cannot withstand fate (the turn of events), nor does a 

rough or sorrowful mind do any good (perform anything helpful). Thus 

those eager for glory often keep secure thoughts in their breast; so I, 

often wretched and sorrowful, bereft of my homeland, far from noble 

kinsmen, have had to bind in fetters my inmost thoughts, since long 

years ago.” (Row 12-20.) Throughout this poem you can feel the 

settings and meaning. The depth and emotion the writer felt as he 

wrote. The warnings to expect the pain of life as part of living, but the 

mournfulness of those whom live with God. The advice he wrote is true 

and important, and the remorse is deep and beautiful. The writer’s 

setting is dreary and deep, and all in all necessary to hear.  


