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What do a railway accident and a war between planets have in common? In “The 

story of an hour” and “The machine that won the war” are two stories that seem 

to be like night and day but actually have quite some in common. At first that 

may seem strange, “The story of an hour” is about a woman whose husband 

seems to have died in a railway accident and “The machine that won the war” is 

about three men discussing the war that they just won therefore, they can’t be 

too similar can they? 

 

Differences between the two stories  

 

“The story of an hour” first appeared in the Vogue magazine in 1894 and the 

story itself is written in an old-fashioned way. The other book “The machine that 

won the war” was written in 1961 but it is a science fiction story and it is about 

an asteroid and aliens fighting the earth. Another difference is that “The machine 

that won the war” is written in a conversation style therefore the people talk to 

each other a great deal. In “The story of an hour” there are barely any 

conversations.  

 

Similarities in irony  

 

Both stories have irony in them, here is an example of situational irony in “The 

story of an hour”. When Mrs. Mallard heard that her husband has departed, she 

went to her room. All the people in the story assume that she couldn’t repress 

her tears and is bewailing her husband’s death in her room, but actually she is 

smiling and she feels relieved that her husband is has passed. In “The machine 

that won the war” an example of situational irony is when everyone believes that 

the machine won the war but the war was actually won by flipping a coin.  

 

Other similarities 

 

Because they are brief stories, there are only several people involved in the 

stories. There are only four people in “The story of an hour” and there are only 

three people in “The machine that won the war”. One story is about a train 

wreck and the other one is about a war, consequently, both stories are quite 

somber. They are not happy or meant to let the reader feel pleasant; 

nevertheless, people still enjoy reading them. 
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You can see the irony in both “The story of an hour” and “The machine that won 

the war”; both books have twists and plots. When you first read the stories, they 

seem very different, but if you start thinking, they are very alike.  
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