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When most people read short stories, they look for plenty of excitement and 

hooking elements to keep them immersed while reading. Luckily, the short stories The 
Interlopers and The Story of an Hour exist today and bring plenty of fun elements with 
them. Their authors made sure to wow their audiences with different writing tactics than 
normally used at the time. For example, their point of view, foreshadowing, and 
unexpected endings have enough in common and enough different details to make these 
two stories equally enjoyable to read for both the past and present audiences. 

Both The Interlopers and The Story of an Hour are written and mainly focus on 
the authors point of view. To elaborate on this, no character say I, me, or any other 
words indicating that the stories are specifically in first person. A good example of this 
would be the introductions of both stories, which expresses the author's view as third 
person in very similar ways. In the first paragraph of The Interlopers, Saki describes a 
man named Ulrich von Gradwitz in the forest instead of himself in the forest. Both Saki 
and Kate Chopin do this because they are not a dedicated character in the story. The 
paragraph states, ‘In a forest of mixed growth somewhere on the eastern spurs of the 
Carpathians, a man stood one winter night watching and listening, as though he waited 
for some beast of the woods to come within the range of his vision and, later, of his 
rifle.’ (Saki 3) This is similar to The Story of an Hour, which describes a woman named 
Mrs. Millard handling the death of her husband away from the rest of her family. It never 
uses first person words, but it does go as far as to reveal her feelings in third person, 
which is a detail The Interlopers also includes. 

Another big similarity these two stories have are their foreshadowing tactics, 
which are expressed in subtle ways in the form of the weather. For example, The Story 
of an Hour describes the moment when Mrs. Millard realizes her freedom from the 
baggage of having a husband. Kate Chopin states, ‘But now there was a dull stare in 

her eyes, whose gaze was fixed away off yonder on one of those patches of blue 

sky. It was not a glance of reflection, but rather indicated a suspension of intelligent 

thought.’ The story continues with, ‘But she felt it, creeping out of the sky, reaching 

toward her through the sounds, the scents, the color that filled the air. Now her 

bosom rose and fell tumultuously. She was beginning to recognize this thing that 

was approaching to possess her, and she was striving to beat it back with her 

will--as powerless as her two white slender hands would have been. When she 

abandoned herself a little whispered word escaped her slightly parted lips. She said 

it over and over under the breath: "free, free, free!" The vacant stare and the look 

of terror that had followed it went from her eyes.’  (Chopin 8-10) The weather is 

described as cloudy with patches of blue sky that shower a ray of sunshine onto 

Mrs. Millard, indicating happiness growing from sadness. The Interlopers, however, 



illustrates the weather as a snowy winter night as two neighbors try to hunt each 

other down with guns. This can be interpreted as foreshadowing because the dark 

and cold night represents the suspense and danger lurking for both of the 

neighbours’ fates.  

Speaking of the fates of characters in these stories, both of the authors made 

sure that their stories had a twisted and unexpected ending that both end in death. 

This is a very rare detail to add in a short story between the years of 1894 and 

1919, which is when these stories were written. In The Story of an Hour, which 

takes place in 1894, Mrs. Millards’ husband is missing and pronounced dead, which 

upsets her. She continues to be upset for most of the story, but realizes her sudden 

joy and freedom from him near the end of the story. After she celebrates his timely 

death away from the rest of her family, she is brought into the front room, where 

her husband comes walking through the front door. The story cuts to her dying 

where she stands, discreetly saying, ‘When the doctors came they said she had died 

of heart disease--of the joy that kills.’ (Chopin 20) The unexpected scene of her 

husband miraculously being alive followed by his wife’s sudden death is surprising 

for both past and present audiences. This is just like The Interlopers, which marks 

the death of the two main characters, who’d been killed by wolves at the end of the 

story. Ulrich von Gradwitz and Georg Znaeym died after a confrontation between 

the two in the forest went horribly wrong, ending with the wind knocking a large 

branch off of a nearby tree. The branch trapped and injured them both severely, 

forcing them to call out for their entourages and followed by silhouettes running to 

them in the distance. As Ulrich begins to realize their fate, the story states, “Are 

they your men?” he repeated impatiently, as Ulrich did not answer. “No,” said Ulrich 

with a laugh, the idiotic chattering laugh of a man unstrung with hideous fear. “Who 

are they?” asked Georg quickly, straining his eyes to see what the other would 

gladly not have seen. “Wolves.” (Saki 200) 

These two shocking and exciting stories possess similar tactics to keep the 

reader interested for both past and present audiences. In one, you have the 

sadness of losing a loved one followed by a feeling of relief, only for it to all be a big 

mistake. On the other hand, you have a story where two characters hate each other 

so intently that want to kill each other off, only to realize that they share common 

interests before tragically being eaten alive. The similarities and differences of the 

point of view, foreshadowing, and unexpected endings keep the audience happy 

and asking for more.  

 
 
 

 
 
 

 



 
Work Cited 

 
Saki. “The Interlopers.” Anderson County Schools Home edited by Holt, Rinehart and 

Winston, 1919, pp. 82- 88.  
 

Chopin, Kate. “The Story of an Hour.” Virginia Commonwealth University. edited by St. 
Louis Life, 1894, p. 1. 

 
 

 

 


