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     “Ulrich von Gradwitz patrolled the dark forest in quest of a human enemy.” (Saki para. 1) 

     “…great care was taken to break to her [Mrs. Mallard] as gently as possible the news of her husband’s 

death.” (Chopin para. 1) 

     In both “The Interlopers” and “The Story of An Hour”, the characters try to manipulate their situations 

to better suit their needs. In “The Interlopers” Ulrich tries to seek his own justice. In “The Story of An 

Hour”, Josephine tries to softly break the hard news to her sister. She delays it and does not simply tell 

Mrs. Mallard. The climax follows in both stories and a hopeful conclusion is reached. However, neither of 

the stories have happy endings. 

     “‘Who are they?’… ‘Wolves.’” (Saki para. 200) 

     “She had died of…the joy that kills.” (Chopin para. 20) 

     In the end of both stories, the justice and the hope that the characters seek is perverted. “The 

Interlopers” and “The Story of An Hour” end neither happily nor fairly. This is sometimes how life often 

is. Although these stories have some detail differences, they both show how life is not fair. 

     Despite the obvious differences between “The Interlopers” and “The Story of An Hour” the underlying 

theme remains the same. They also both follow a similar plot path. At the beginning of both tales, future 

conflicts are foreshadowed. Mrs. Mallard’s heart problem, which eventually kills her, is mentioned in the 

first sentence. The storm and the animals the men hunt in the forest of “The Interlopers” is what causes 

the unexpected and sudden end of them as well. In the middle of both stories the characters resolve their 

initial conflict. Louise finds freedom from her husband and Ulrich and Georg find freedom from their 

bitter feud. The characters also find hope for their future; indeed, they plan out their newly found life with 

joy. These climaxed feelings soon end though. The endings foreshadowed at the beginning come to life 

and result in the death of the characters. It is interesting to note that, because of the death of the 

characters, their victory and hope reached in the climax of the story goes unknown to anyone else around 

them. 

 

     Although there are some broad similarities between “The Interlopers” and “The Story of An Hour”, 

there are many differences as well. These differences are mostly found in the setting, the manner of the 

conflict, and the characters of these stories. In “The Interlopers” the setting is harsh, cold, and seemingly 

angry. It sets the dark mood or the story; in fact, it enhances it. In “The Story of An Hour” the setting is 

hardly even mentioned until the middle as opposed to the beginning as it was in “The Interlopers”. Also, 

standing in contrast to “The Interlopers” is the scenery itself. In “The Story of An Hour” the setting is 

cheerful and sunny. It seems to stand in stark contrast to the conflict and Louise’s feelings. However, it is 

foreshadowing Mrs. Mallard’s later realized freedom and joy. The manner of the conflict in “The 

Interlopers” is very different than the conflict in “The Story of An Hour”. In “The Interlopers” the conflict 



is always external whether it be man against man or man against nature. The action and drama of this 

piece is vivid, violent, and visual. This is not so in “The Story of An Hour”. In this story Louise spends 

much of the time alone, wrestling with her own thoughts, feelings, and memories. The conflict is mostly 

internal. Yet another difference between these two short stories is the personalities and the strength of the 

characters. In “The Interlopers” the main characters are tough, angry, strong men who are hunting each 

other as enemies. In “The Story of An Hour” Louise is first introduced as frail and weak. She has a heart 

problem, so she is handled gently by her friend and family. She does not seek any trouble that would ail 

her, but trouble finds her anyway. 

     “The Interlopers” and The Story of An Hour”, despite obvious differences, are actually quite similar, 

especially in theme. They can both seem harsh and unfair. After all, the characters have just fought for 

and won their freedom. They should be allowed to keep it. However, this right is taken away from them 

by circumstances beyond their control. Despite the cruelty of these tales, they are simply a reflection of 

real life. Real life is not always kind and fair. We would be wise to heed the lessons that can be taken 

from “The Interlopers” and “The Story of An Hour”. 
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