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In The Interlopers, by Saki, there is a man named Ulrich von Gradwitz. His neighbor, 
Georg Znaeym, was his sworn enemy since they were children. Their families were rivals, and 
had bickered over a strip of land that belonged to the von Gradwitz, and bordered the Znaeym’s 
property. The two men had been hunting each other on this small bit of land, when a storm had 
blown a tree onto the both of them. While the men waited for their friends to arrive and rescue 
them, they had become friends, and no longer despised one another. Later, wolves come and 
attack them. 

 
In The Story of an Hour, by Kate Chopin, Mrs. Mallard, who has heart problems, is upset 

when she hears of her husband’s death. Her sister and husband’s friend had tried to break the 
news to her as gently as possible, for they were concerned about her heart condition. She had 
fled to her room, and started to feel free. She started to imagine what her new, and free, life 
would be like. Her sister coaxed her out of her room, and her husband arrives in the door. Mrs. 
Mallard dies from the shock. 

 
Both of these short stories have characters who have extreme changes of heart. Mr. von 

Gradwitz and his neighbor go from trying to kill each other, to becoming friends and comrades. 
Mr. Ulrich had said to Mr. Georg, “Lying here tonight, thinking, I’ve come to think we’ve been 
rather fools; there are better things in life than getting the better of a boundary dispute. 
Neighbor, if you will help me to bury the old quarrel, I will ask you to be my friend.”(A) 
 

Unlike the near-death revelation of the interlopers, Mrs. Mallard had been grieving for 
her husband, and had started to experience self-liberation. Chopin says, “There would be no 
one to live for during those coming years; she(Mrs.Mallard) would live for herself. There would 
be no powerful will bending hers in that blind persistence with which men and women believe 
they have a right to impose a private will upon a fellow-creature.”(1) She starts to imagine her 
life as a free and single woman. 

 
Also, the short stories, coincidentally, both have dramatic irony involving the unexpected 

death of the main character(s). Mr. Georg and Mr. Ulrich are eaten by wolves, and Mrs. Mallard 
dies from the shock of her husband’s survival. The interlopers had been planning to kill each 
other, but become friends, and are killed. Mrs. Mallard’s friends try to break the news “Knowing 
that Mrs. Mallard was afflicted with a heart trouble, great care was taken to break to her as 
gently as possible the news of her husband's death.”(1) 

 
These stories’ climaxes are largely affected by weather. The two men are trapped by a 

tree that was blown onto them by a ferocious storm in The Interlopers. In The Story of an Hour, 
Mrs. Mallard realises what freedom she has when she sees the fresh beauty of spring outside 
her window.  “The delicious breath of rain was in the air. In the street below a peddler was crying 
his wares. The notes of a distant song which someone was singing reached her faintly, and 
countless sparrows were twittering in the eaves.”(1)  
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