
                               Compare and Contrast Essay 
 
 
Although they have some differences, The Story of an Hour and The 

Interlopers have many differences. In one story you have a woman who 

has just found out that her husband is dead. The other story is about 

two men who have hated each other since they were very young. The 

events throughout these stories are quite different.  

 

The main characters are Mrs. Mallard in the first story and Ulrich and 

Georg in the second. Mrs Mallard is a woman who deals with heart 

problems and who’s husband has just died. “Knowing that Mrs. Mallard 

was afflicted with a heart trouble, great care was taken to break to 

her as gently as possible the news of her husband's death.” This is 

distinctly different from Ulrich and Georg who are both healthy, older 

men who have an extreme dislike for each other caused by a family 

feud over hunting land. The main thing in common between these points 

is that they all eventually come to a realization that will bring 

happiness as a result of something unexpected.  

 

The beginning of each story begins with two separate tones. The Story 

of an Hour starts out with a tragedy as Mrs. Mallard finds out about 

her husband’s death. In variation, a feeling of darkness and evil is set 

in The Interlopers by Ulrich who is planning to kill his lifetime rival in 

the middle of the night. Later in the story the event that alters the 

characters lives takes place. Mrs. Mallard realizes that she has her 

whole life in front of her.  

 

The Story of an Hour and The Interlopers both have a totally 

different setting. Both have a setting that helps set the mood for the 

story. In The Story of an Hour the setting is bright and cheery,  “…the 

tops of trees that were all aquiver with the new spring life. The 



delicious breath of rain was in the air.” In The Interlopers The setting 

is dark and also in the woods.  “In a forest of mixed growth somewhere 

on the eastern spurs of the Carpathians, a man stood one winter night 

watching and listening, as though he waited for some beast of the 

woods to come within the range of his vision and, later, of his rifle.”  

 

The ending of both stories are similar in many ways. One way the 

endings are similar is that they both end in a very surprising and ironic 

way. The next thing is that all of the main characters end up dying. The 

main difference is how their untimely deaths come about. Shock is 

what kills Mrs. Mallard when her husband walks right through the front 

door. In distinction, Ulrich and Georg see figures in the woods coming 

towards them. They think that they are about to be saved by other 

people. Quickly they realize that the figures are wolves.  

 

In conclusion The Story of an Hour and The Interlopers are both very 

interesting stories. They get the readers attention by using funny 

dialogue and interesting plot twists. Although they do differ in ways 

they have some similarities that will make you want to read more. 
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