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The Knight's Tale is one of many stories in the Canterbury Tales. It was written by Geoffrey 

Chaucer in the late 1300s. At first look The Knight's Tale seems chivalrous, but a deeper look 

reveals a considerable amount of misogyny. This misogyny is evident in the author's writing, the 

characters, and in the treatment of one women in particular. 

The sexist way the characters are portrayed would probably only happen if the author himself 

held sexist views. The male characters are presented in a way that makes them seem very good 

and right. The females, while an essential part of the story, are very much in the background. At 

first, in a casual surface read nothing seems to be off, but slowly little things keep nagging until 

the story blossoms with misogyny. This being said, we have to take into consideration that 

Chaucer lived in the late 1300s. That doesn't excuse women being treated as objects, but it makes 

more sense considering the views of the time. Even though many women were rulers in medieval 

times, the women in this tale are still treated in as insignificant. In addition some of the 

characters seem contradictory and the plot shaky. For example, Theseus gave away Emily to his 

enemies when he had no motive. Furthermore, Chaucer's definition of love is lacking. Many 

examples of love were given in Venus's temple, but most were driven by lust or infatuation. 

Besides the misogyny, the women rarely being acknowledged, and treated as inferior there are 

many disturbing and strange happenings in The Knights Tale. When Lady Emily is first 

introduced she is a young child, Arcite and Palamon had been adults for a significant period of 

time. Even though Emily was so young, after first seeing her in the garden they both instantly 

decide they wanted to marry her. At that point Lady Emily has no idea they even existed. The 

ways the cousins acted were both as a stalkers and pedophiles. Another disturbing incidence is 

that Theseus, Lady Emilys brother-in-law, had no problem deciding that one of the enemies he 

had kept locked up for years could marry Emily. Theseus declared that they could duel for her 

hand while she was standing right there crying, no acknowledgement or consultation given to her 

or any of the other women. Sadly Emily was just portrayed as a prize to be won. Whoever won 
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the duel would be a murderer, one who had been infatuated with her for years before she knew 

they existed.  

When Palamon first saw Emily from the tower and became instantly infatuated he and Arcite 

may have been going crazy and The Knight's Tale even states later that after Arcite left Palamon 

was “fast falling into madness”. Upon seeing Emily, the first other person and woman in many 

years, their addled brains may have been overcome. Soon after Palamon saw Lady Emily, Arcite 

also became infatuated. The cousins hated each other for loving lady Emily.  

Emily is a human being with much depth, and it appears she is sweet and not confrontational. 

Her brother-in-law forced her to marry one of his enemies. As if to justify himself, Theseus said 

“most women love a winner”. Emily prayed before the battle saying that she wished to be a 

maiden and huntress all her life. Diana who is the virgin huntress goddess would not help her as 

the gods had already decided who she would marry. Emily was not happy with the outcome of 

the duel but in her kindness (not love) smiled at Arcite. He won the competition but not long 

after died. After Arcite died it was Emily who lit his funeral pyre. She wept for days after Arcite 

died. It's not clear whether or not Arcite and Emily married before he died, but she mourned him 

for years. When Theseus wanted to make an alliance with Thebes he hinted that Palamon and 

Emily should being married. Emily pitied Palamon and they married and loved each other 

tenderly. It shows what Chaucer thinks of her, an emotion pool to do with what he likes. That 

being said, I do think Emily is a pleaser, and would rather make others happy than be 

confrontational.  

In conclusion, the men are misogynistic and the women don't get a say in how they live. Theseus 

dictates the live's of all the women in the tale, especially Lady Emily. The time period and the 

author's own views have colores The Knight's Tale with the unfortunate light of misogyny. 

 


