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When our semi-conductor 
Raised his baton, we sat there 
Gaping at Marche Militaire, 
Our mouth-opening number. 
It seemed faintly familiar 
(We'd rehearsed it all that winter), 
But we attacked in such a blur, 
No army anywhere 
On its stomach or all fours 
Could have squeezed through our crossfire. 
 
I played cornet, seventh chair, 
Out of seven, my embouchure 
A glorified Bronx cheer 
Through that three-keyed keyhole stopper 
And neighborhood window-slammer 
Where mildew fought for air 
At every exhausted corner, 
My fingering still unsure 
After scaling it for a year 
Except on the spit-valve lever. 
 
Each straight-faced mother and father 
Retested his moral fiber 
Against our traps and slurs 
And the inadvertent whickers 
Paradiddled by our snares, 
And when the brass bulled forth 
A blare fit to horn over 
Jericho two bars sooner 
Than Joshua's harsh measures, 
They still had the nerve to stare. 
 
By the last lost chord, our director 
Looked older and soberer. 
No doubt, in his mind's ear 
Some band somewhere 
In some music of some Sphere 
Was striking a note as pure 
As the wishes of Franz Schubert, 
But meanwhile here we were:  
A lesson in everything minor, 
Decomposing our first composer. 
 
 
 
 
 



Sick by Shel Si lverstein 

"I cannot go to school today," 
Said little Peggy Ann McKay. 
"I have the measles and the mumps, 
A gash, a rash and purple bumps. 
My mouth is wet, my throat is dry, 
I'm going blind in my right eye. 
My tonsils are as big as rocks, 
I've counted sixteen chicken pox 
And there's one more--that's seventeen, 
And don't you think my face looks green? 
My leg is cut--my eyes are blue-- 
It might be instamatic flu. 
I cough and sneeze and gasp and choke, 
I'm sure that my left leg is broke-- 
My hip hurts when I move my chin, 
My belly button's caving in, 
My back is wrenched, my ankle's sprained, 
My 'pendix pains each time it rains. 
My nose is cold, my toes are numb. 
I have a sliver in my thumb. 
My neck is stiff, my voice is weak, 
I hardly whisper when I speak. 
My tongue is filling up my mouth, 
I think my hair is falling out. 
My elbow's bent, my spine ain't straight, 
My temperature is one-o-eight. 
My brain is shrunk, I cannot hear, 
There is a hole inside my ear. 
I have a hangnail, and my heart is--what? 
What's that? What's that you say? 
You say today is. . .Saturday? 
G'bye, I'm going out to play!" 
 

We Real Cool by Gwendolyn Brooks 
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We real cool. We 
Left school. We 
 
Lurk late. We 
Strike straight. We 
 
Sing sin. We 
Thin gin. We 
 
Jazz June. We 
Die soon.	  


