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Compare and Contrast Essay

   The Story of An Hour and The Interlopers have many things in common, despite how different  the 
plots and settings are in each short story. One is about two feuding families, while the other is about 
heartbreak in a family. 

     The Interlopers tells the story of two feuding families,  the Znaeyms and the von Gradwitz.  These 
two families have been feuding for years over what land they owned and where the families could hunt.
One fateful day, the heads of both families, Georg Znaeym and Ulrich von Gradwitz, were each on the 
land  with  a group of their own men. Both Georg and Ulrich strayed from their groups and met each 
other. 
They had nothing but hate for each other for so long, and now they had the chance to kill each other, 
but before they could make the move a strike of lightning brought a huge tree barreling on top of them. 
Hungry, injured, and trapped, they still spewed hate towards each other for hours. After a long while  
Ulrich Offered Georg his flask of wine, he asked if  they would put away all conflict when they were 
rescued and become better neighbors. Georg accepted.  Later on they saw figures in the distance and 
thought that it was their respective groups looking for them, but no, they turned out to be wolves.

The Story of an Hour is about a lady named Louise Mallard, who had carefully received the news from 
her sister and her husband's friend  that her husband was killed in a railroad accident.  At first, she wept
for her lost husband, and then she went to her room to be alone. As she sat alone in her room she 
realized that her husband's death was not all tragic. She would be able to live free- free from having to 
worry about anyone but herself. After a while, her sister grew  concerned about her, so she knocked on 
Mallard's door. Mallard then rushed out and grabbed her sister, and they went  downstairs. When they 
got downstairs, the front door then opened, and in walked Mr. Mallard. Mrs. Mallard died from the 
shock of seeing him. “Of the joy that kills.”

When you analyze these two stories there are  two things you can pick out that are similar: the frequent 
talk of death and the irony. 

Both of these short stories talk of death ( i.e Mr. mallards death, Ulrich and Georg talking of killing the 
each other, and then they both supposedly were killed by wolves )   frequently. In The Interlopers, 
when Ulrich and Georg were trapped under a tree, both injured and hungry, they still  talked about how 
when their group  came to rescue them  that they would kill the other in cold blood. This continued 
until Ulrich gave up on that idea and said that he would not kill Georg, but rather be kind to him and 
his group if the von Gradwitz  came first. Then the wolves came. 

In The Story of An Hour Mrs. Mallard got the news that her husband was killed in a railroad accident, 
and for  a while she was in deep sorrow this continued until her realization that she was free, but then 
went downstairs and saw that her husband was alive and well, and she died. The irony in these stories 
also has to do with death. When Ulrich and George finally settled their dispute, they saw that the 
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wolves were coming for them and that they would surly die. Similarly, Mrs. Mallard died from  the 
shock of seeing her husband alive

   Some things that are different  between these two stories are foreshadowing, setting, and plot.  
The first thing that is different is foreshadowing. Foreshadowing occurs in one story but not the other. 
In The Story of an Hour  there was one instance of foreshadowing  when the author mentioned Mrs. 
Mallard having a heart condition, “Knowing that Mrs. Mallard was afflicted with a heart trouble, great
care was taken to break to her as gently as possible the news of her husband's death.” 
 and she then died from this condition by seeing her husband in her doorway. 

    The second thing that is different is the setting.  The Interlopers is set in a forest, and for most of the 
story Ulrich and George are trapped under a tree. while The Story of an Hour is set in Mrs. Mallard's 
house. The time period that these stories are set in is unknown, but readers can guess that by the clues 
the authors give. 

The final thing that is different is the plots. The plot of  The Interlopers is about two families who were 
feuding and eventually came to an agreement, but soon got killed by wolves. In contrast the plot of The
Story of an Hour is about a woman who hears about her husbands death, comes to terms with it, and 
then dies from the shock of her husband being alive.

In conclusion these two short stories are very well written, they are unique in many ways.  They do 
have similarities and differences and and that is part of what makes them great. 
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