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Compare and Contrast Essay  
Short stories can be romantic, scary, sad, or enlightening and 

uplifting. No matter what the theme of the stories are, they always 

have special meaning to people, in the same manner as poems. In 

this essay I will be comparing two short stories, called The Story of An 

Hour, and The Interlopers. Both stories share similar afflictions to the 

characters, even though both stories, however, are completely 

different. Both short stories are very unique, interesting and also go 

through similar conflict and issues that lead to death and grief in the 

character’s lives, which completes the stories, leaving you wanting 

more. 
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The Story of An Hour is about a woman who is positively and 

emotionally moved when she overcomes the heartbreaking news of 

her husband’s death. This story was written by Kate Chopin in 1894, 

and is still known today. Mrs. Mallard who is the main character in the 

story, is deeply hurt when her sister Josephine and her husband’s 

friend Richards tell her the disheartening news about her husband 

Bentley Mallard. Josephine is there to comfort and reassure Mrs. 

Mallard, and helped her look at the situation with hope. Josephine also 

calls Mrs. Mallard by her first name, Louise. Richards, isn't explained 

much in the story, but it was he who was in the newspaper office when 

the information came in about the railroad disaster where Brently 

Mallard had died. In the story, Chopin writes; “he had hastened to 

forestall any less careful, less tender friend in bearing the sad 

message.” 

The main characters play a big role in how the story ends, and 

the setting is just as important because we need to know where they 

are throughout the story. Although the story does not exactly say 



whose house the story takes place in, Louise goes away to her room 

alone when the grief of the situation comes to a halt. Mrs. Mallard sits 

in an armchair facing an open window, quietly reflecting on the crisis. 

One of my favorite passages in the story is; “There were patches of 

blue sky showing here and there through the clouds that had met and 

piled above the other in the West facing window.”  This sentence is a 

great example of foreshadowing, explaining how she felt about the 

situation and symbolically showing she was slowly feeling less grief 

and tension. 

After Louise had a depressing afternoon, she sits in the armchair 

when she gathers her thoughts and comes to the decision that life 

doesn't have to be awful without her husband. To my surprise, she 

overcomes the thought of living alone, and says she “will live for 

herself.”

As she locked herself in her bedroom, she breathed a quick prayer 

that life might be long, and her sister walked her down the stairs, 

where Richards stood waiting for them at the bottom. Brently Mallard 



entered the front door, and in the story, it explains, “He stood amazed 

at Josephine’s cry, Richards quick motion to screen him from the view 

of his wife.”  Right after that happened, the story ends by saying; “she 

had died of heart disease—of the joy that kills.” The ending of the 

story was very straight forward and quick, while throughout the story 

there was lots of foreshadowing and irony. In contrast, I believe this 

story is very interesting and you really have to dig deeper into the 

words describing the story, to understand what they really mean. 

Moving onto the next story, which shares similar symbolism, yet is 

completely different. 

The Interlopers is about two men who have a deep hatred for each 

other that has torn both families apart, but when life or death looks 

them straight in the face, becoming friends was the only option. This 

story was written by Saki, a man who wrote a frightening story called 

The Interlopers. Ulrich Von Gradwitz, stood in a dark forest on a winter 

night, waiting for a human enemy to come into his presence. He was 

waiting for his lifelong enemy, Georg Znaeym, whose families have 



fought for three generations and has never settled ever since. Georg 

and Ulrich wanted a narrow strip of forest that was filled with wild 

game that both men quarreled over, after their grandparents had been 

through the same issues with each other. “as boys they thirsted for 

one another’s blood, as men each prayed that misfortune might fall on 

the other,”. The story states they have been in fury with each other 

since they were very young, and that ill will for each other was 

definitely in their thoughts. 

Both men had lined up foresters to watch the forest and be on 

the lookout for “ prowling thieves”. As the wintry storm grew more 

severe in the night, both men met when Ulrich walked around the 

trunk of a large beech tree. Ulrich and Georg were alarmed by a crash 

over their heads, where the tree had thundered down on them. The 

men were laying on the ground, thankful to be alive, but would put 

down the fight until Ulrich asked a surprising question. He proposed 

that being friends didn't seem so bad when the silliness of fighting 

over land for years that really wasn't anything too special. As they 



made up and were still trapped under branches of trees, anticipating 

whose men will be the first to arrive. However, the only thing lurking in 

the forest was wolves. In the end we assume that is what killed them 

both, and I noticed several pales where foreshadowing and irony was 

used in completely different ways then when it was used in The Story 

of An Hour. 

After reading these stories and evaluating them, I see lots of 

similarities and differences throughout each story. Foreshadowing was 

used multiple times as a way of “ shadowing” important and useful 

information  to the stories’ meanings and events. We can see that they 

include family issues and problems that can ruin friendships and 

families’ lives, and death plays a big role in how the stories end, as 

well. The first story shows conflict between a man and a woman, 

through marriage, but on the other hand, the second story is between 

two men and their generations before them. This dramatically changes 

how the stories are written because of the characters that are afflicted. 



The main characters in The Interlopers have anger and hatred for 

each other, however, The Story of An Hour has heartbreak that 

eventually leads to grief for the loved ones affected by death. 

In conclusion, both short stories have major differences and 

similarities, and I enjoyed reading each one of them. They properly 

express symbolism and how similar writing methods are used to 

create completely different stories. Both short stories are very unique, 

interesting and also go through similar conflict and issues that lead to 

death and grief in the character’s lives, which completes the stories, 

leaving you wanting more.
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