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The Story of an Hour vs. The Interlopers 

“ ...For what is your life? It is even a vapour, that appeareth for a little time, and then 

vanisheth away.” (James 4:14) Words of truth from the book of truth. We have no idea how long 

our lives will be on this earth. This concept is seen in the two short stories we will be discussing, 

“The Story of an Hour” and “The Interlopers”. These two stories share some similarities and 

some differences that we will be looking at. They also show us a very important concept… “The 

Story of an Hour” and “The Interlopers” are perfect examples of how the expected does not 

always happen.  

In “The Story of an Hour” we see Mrs. Louise Mallard receives news of the death of her 

husband. The story takes place in her home with her sister and a friend. Upon hearing the news 

of her husband, she cries bitterly. For a little while in the story you expect her to die from grief, 

but instead she gains new resolve to live. We find that she felt confined and restrained by 

marriage and now she feels free! She has found peace. She leaves her room with a new sense of 

purpose, but as she descends the stairs the unexpected happens and her husband, Brently 

Mallard, walks through the door. The whole ordeal was a misunderstanding. Mrs. Mallard then 

feels her new found freedom shattering around her and drops dead of a heart attack. Her story 

begins and ends with death. 
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Similarly, in “The Interlopers” the story is about two people held back by an old family 

rivalry. The story begins with these two men in a forest hunting each other. A storm is raging 

around them like the storm within them. When they finally encounter one another, lightning 

strikes a nearby tree that falls on-top of the two men. The remainder of the story we see them go 

from hate-filled words toward each other to kindness and friendship toward each other. Peace is 

found. Each character has men looking for them and each has agreed that they will save the other 

with whichever man’s men arrive first. Toward the last paragraph or two, one of the men thinks 

he sees and hears his men coming for them, so they choose to call out and attract them so that 

they may come faster. Far too late, they realize the figures they had seen were wolves, who were 

now coming to kill them. The brutal death, they had at first wished upon each other, came now, 

after peace had been made.  

“The Story of an Hour” and “The Interlopers” are, however, different in many ways. In 

the first story, Mrs. Mallard is within the privacy of her home, unlike “The Interlopers” which 

takes place in the outdoors. “The Interlopers” had a long standing rivalry and wished ill upon 

each other, while in “The Story of an Hour”, Mrs. Mallard is sad to hear of her husband’s death, 

even if later she feels it has set her free. The death at the end of the two stories differs as well. In 

“The Story of an Hour” Louise dies of sadness that her newfound freedom is now taken away, in 

contrast to “The Interlopers” where the two men die from man eating wolves.  

While there are many differences, there are also some similarities. “The Interlopers” has 

an unexpected ending of death, comparable to “The Story of an Hour” where the end of Mrs. 

Mallard’s story is unexpected death as well. In “The Story of an Hour” we see some selfishness 

in the character of Mrs. Mallard when she is so sad about her loss of freedom that she forgets to 
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rejoice that her husband is alive again. In the same manner, we see some selfishness on the part 

of the characters in “The Interlopers” when they believe that their lives will be better without the 

other person and how they each hope their men arrive first to free them and kill the other, before 

they make peace with one another. In “The Interlopers” we see peace found at last between two 

long standing rivals…  

“Neighbor,” he said presently, “do as you please if your men come first. It was a 

fair compact. But as for me, I’ve changed my mind. If my men are the first to come, you 

shall be the first to be helped, as though you were my guest. We have quarreled like 

devils all our lives over this stupid strip of forest, where the trees can’t even stand upright 

in a breath of wind. Lying here tonight, thinking, I’ve come to think we’ve been rather 

fools; there are better things in life than getting the better of a boundary dispute. 

Neighbor, if you will help me to bury the old quarrel, I—I will ask you to be my friend.” 

(Saki, “The Interlopers”) 

and then see them lose all hope of showing that peace to others, because of their sudden death. 

“Are they your men?” asked Georg. “Are they your men?” he repeated 

impatiently, as Ulrich did not answer. “No,” said Ulrich with a laugh, the idiotic 

chattering laugh of a man unstrung with hideous fear. “Who are they?” asked Georg 

quickly, straining his eyes to see what the other would gladly not have seen. “Wolves.” 

(Saki, “The Interlopers”) 

Likewise, in “The Story of an Hour” we see Mrs. Mallard find absolute peace with her husband’s 

death and with her life, “‘Free! Body and soul free!’ she kept whispering.”  before it is shattered 
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by death, “When the doctors came they said she had died of heart disease--of the joy that kills.” 

(Chopin, “The Story of an Hour”) 

 
“ ...For what is your life? It is even a vapour, that appeareth for a little time, and then 

vanisheth away.” (James 4:14). Very often, what we expect to happen is not what does. We see 

in these two stories how the characters made peace with their situations and thought that they 

would have a chance to live their lives with this new found peace, only to have this shattered  by 

a cruel thing known as death. Death destroys our peace and destroys our lives. Perhaps if peace 

had been made sooner inside these two stories, the outcome would have been much different. 

These stories have their various differences and their various similarities, but we cannot overlook 

the common theme in the two stories, and that is the unexpected nature of death. 
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