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Compare and Contrast Essay of “The Story of an Hour” and “The Interlopers”

In  this  essay  I  will  be comparing  and  contrasting  “The  Story  of  an  Hour”  written  by  

Saki  and  “The Interlopers”  written  by  Kate  Chopin.  I  will  have  two  points  that  will  be  

compared  on  there  similarities  and  diversities.

In  “The  Story  of  an  Hour”  there  is  one   main  character,  Mrs.  Mallard.  She believes  that 

whoever  was  holding  her  back  in  life  is  now  dead;  therefore,  she  can  be  free.  As  stated  In  

the  story,  “there  will  be  no  powerful  will  bending  hers in  that  blind  persistence  with  which  

men  and  women  believe  they  have  a  right  to  impose  a  private  will upon  a fellow  creature.”  

(Chopin,  1894)  Her  husband  who  is  perceived  to  be  holding  her  back,  is  not  actually  bad.  She

just  sees  it  that  way.  When  she  finds  out  this  person  is not  dead  her  body  cannot  handle  it and

her  heart  gives  out.  Her   death  is  a  direct  occurrence  with  her  perceived  views  that  ultimately  

kills  her.  On  the  other  hand,  in  the  story  “The  Interlopers”,  there  are  two  main  characters,  

Ulrich von Gradwitz   and Georg Znaeym .  Each  one  is  fighting  the  other  with  the  belief  that  the 

conflict  cannot  be  resolved  without  winning  over  the other  character. As the story goes, “...if  there

was  a  man  in  the  world  whom  he  detested  and  wished  ill  to,  it was  Georg Znaeym,  the  

inheritor  of  the  quarrel...”  (Saki,  1919)  Both  characters  are  then  put  in  a  position  where  they  

have  to  stay  and  talk  about  said  conflict.  They  are  both  then  able  to  change  their  views  and  

ultimately  resolve  the conflict.  After  the  fact  wolves  kill  them  taking  the  conflict  and  resolution

down  with  them  to  their  graves  ending  the story.

Both  stories  here  ended  in  death;  although  coming  to  that  death  happened  in  two  very  

different  ways.  In  “The  of  an  Hour”  her  views  ultimately  kill  her.  In  “The  Interlopers”  wolves,
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which  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  conflict,  kills  them.

As  the  title  of  the  short  story ,”The  Story  of  an  Hour”,  states  it  is  meant  to  be  

happening  within  a  short  time  period  and  not  over  a  long  period  of  time.  As  the  story line  

unfolds  we  see  that  it  is  almost  a  play  by  play  without  any  time  periods  left  to  question.  As  

opposed  to  “The  Interlopers”  where  even  though  it  is  clear  the  whole  story  has  happened  in  

the  course  of,  ” one  winters  night”  (Saki,  1919).  There  are  many  periods  of  time  where  hours  

might  have  gone  by  rather  than  minutes.  Although  both  stories  are  meant  to  be  in  a  short  

length  of  time  The  Story  of  an  Hour's  narrative  gives  us  a  rundown  of  what  things  are  

happening,  while  “The  Interlopers”  has  many  time  spaces  left  to  question.

Both  of  these  well written  short  stories  have  many  unique and  different  aspects  to  their  

plots.  Because  of  this  I  was  able  to  make  insightful  comparisons  as  well  as  contrasts  between  

“The  Story  of  an  Hour”  and  “The  Interlopers.” 



pg3

Works  Cited

Saki.  “The  Interlopers.”  Anderson.k12.ky.us.

Chopin,  Kate.  “The  Story  of  an  Hour.”


