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  Short Stories are something I’ve had to read a few of for school, and I have observed that they are       

usually similar (have the same plot points, formulas, ect.) but they are never the same. Some can be 

happy, some spooky, some sad and some are downright tragic. A good example of tragic short stories is 

“The interlopers”, by Saki, and “The Story of an Hour”, by Kate Chopin. 

  “The Interlopers” follows a man who is on the hunt for another man that has been poaching on his 

property. They turn a corner, and run into each other, but do not speak, nor move because both are too 

proud. A tree falls, catching them both, and in the time that they are trapped, they become friends 

(breaking many generations of hate) and agree that they should hunt together when they get out. They 

see some figures in the distance and call for help thinking it is their men. They find out it is only a pack of 

hungry wolves, and thus the story ends. The reason this story is tragic is because after generations of 

hatred, these men came to like each other, and no one will ever know, which means the disdain each of 

these families have for each other will probably continue. Also, it is ironic because they died on the land 

both claimed was theirs and fought like children over. 

  “The Story of an Hour” is about a woman with a heart condition who is informed that her husband 

had died in a train wreck that day. She locks herself in her room and weeps, but soon realizes the 

freedom she will have without the restraints of marriage. She begins to plan all that she will do with this 

new life, this freedom, and finally comes out (much to her sisters’ begging). As she walks down the 

stairs, her husband walks through the front door, much to their surprise. It turns out he hadn’t died, he 

was nowhere near the accident. In fact, he had no idea that there had been one up until this point. But it 

was too late, as his wife had died of a heart attack. The reason this one is so tragic is because she had 

thought she would have freedom, but when her husband had walked through the door, very much alive, 

she was so happy she had a heart attack and died on the spot. As the doctor in the story put it, she had 

died from “the joy that kills”. 

  So, while one story was tragic for the unknown, the other was the exact opposite, as it was the 

discovered that made this so tragic. They also both have morals, which are don’t jump to conclusions 

(The Story of an Hour), and don’t be selfish (The Interlopers). In the end, all these characters wanted 

was freedom, but in the end they all died while attaining it. 

  So these stories are very similar in many ways, but still very different, and they cause you to feel 

different emotions. As it turns out, short stories are very capable of evoking the same emotions as 

longer stories. Sometimes, they can even be better. 
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