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Psychology Unit 7 Test 

Choose the best answer. (2 pts each). 

1. According to Erikson, a major conflict in the first year of life is that between 

a. trust versus mistrust. 

b. initiative versus guilt. 

c. autonomy versus shame and doubt. 

d. relatedness versus isolation. 

2. According to Erikson, failure to resolve the tasks of middle adulthood leads a sense of 

_______________ involving a concern for one’s own needs and comforts only. 

a. apathy 

b. self-absorption 

c. despair 

d. stagnation 

3. According to __________________, we face a specific psychosocial dilemma at each stage of 

life. 

a. James Coleman 

b. Lawrence Kohlberg 

c. Erik Erikson 

d. Sigmund Freud 

4. From the perspective of the life-span psychologist, life stages are important because 

a. they represent the outcome of major biological changes. 

b. they present a a set of developmental tasks to be mastered. 

c. they provide insight into the values and aspirations of particular cultures. 

d. their beginning and end are perfectly correlated with chronological age. 

5. Lawrence Kohlberg is known for his research in the area of ___________ development. 

a. cognitive 

b. physical 

c. moral 

d. motor 

6. Identification with peer groups 

a. decreases during adolescence. 

b. gives an adolescent a measure of security and a sense of identity. 

c. reduces self-esteem and self-worth. 

d. seems to always lead to incredibly destructive behaviors. 

7.  A failure to develop a consistent identity results in 
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a. isolation. 

b. inferiority.  

c. role confusion. 

d. stagnation. 

8. According to Kubler-Ross, the most common order of emotional reactions in preparing for death 

is 

a. anger, depression, bargaining, denial, acceptance. 

b. denial, anger, bargaining, depression, acceptance. 

c. anger, depression, denial, bargaining, acceptance. 

d. depression, anger, denial, bargaining, acceptance. 

9. Generativity refers to 

a. concern for the welfare of others and society as a whole. 

b. the desire to have children and thereby ensure survival of the species. 

c. the ability to establish adequate social and financial security. 

d. active acceptance of aging and the social changes it brings. 

10. Teachers, peers, and adults outside the home become important in shaping attitudes 

toward oneself in Erikson’s stage of 

a. trust vs. mistrust. 

b. initiative vs. guilt. 

c. industry vs. inferiority. 

d. integrity vs. despair. 

11. Conforming to the expectations of others or to socially accepted rules and values 

describes a person at the ___________________ level of morality. 

a. obedience 

b. concrete 

c. postconventional 

d. conventional 

12. In the _____________________ level of moral development, moral choices are 

determined by the direct consequences of actions. 

a. preconventional 

b. conventional 

c. concrete 

d. postconventional 

13. Puberty 

a. is the same as adolescence. 

b. occurs earlier for boys than for girls. 

c. is the period of growth and hormonal changes that lead to sexual maturity. 

d. involves a growth spurt of 1-2 years during which boys are taller than girls. 

14. If her parents encourage little Tanya to ask questions, to use her imagination, and give 

her  the freedom to choose some activities, according to Erikson, they are encouraging 
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a. trust. 

b. identity. 

c. generativity. 

d. initiative. 

15. The first emotional reaction to impending death is usually 

a. anger. 

b. denial. 

c. bargaining. 

d. depression. 

16. Kohlberg identified the three levels of moral development as the 

a. preconventional, conventional, and postconventional 

b. conditional, unconditional, and postconditional. 

c. self-interested, social, and personal. 

d. premoral, conventional, and postethical. 

17. A child who is just starting school, trying to learn good habits and do well, is in Erikson’s 

stage of development called 

a. initiative vs. guilt. 

b. industry vs. inferiority. 

c. generativity vs. stagnation. 

d. integrity vs. despair. 

18. From the perspective of Erik Erikson, life stages are important because 

a. each involves a crisis or dilemma. 

b. each signals a new stage of cognitive development. 

c. each is an expression of biological programming. 

d. their failure to appear is evidence of psychopathology. 

19. The onset of puberty for boys is between ________________ years; for girls it is 

between _________________ years of age. 

a. 9-13; 10-12 

b. 13-16; 11-14 

c. 8-11; 9-13 

d. 11-14; 13-16 

20. Elizabeth Kubler-Ross is known for her research in the area of 

a. eating disorders. 

b. adolescent behavior. 

c. coping with stress. 

d. death and dying. 

21. Discrimination or prejudice on the basis of age is called 

a. gerontism. 

b. autism. 

c. ageism. 
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d. senilism. 

22. A toddler learning to use the toilet who sometimes feels bad when he or she “messes 

up” is at Erikson’s stage called 

a. identity vs. role confusion. 

b. initiative vs. guilt. 

c. autonomy vs. shame and doubt. 

d. intimacy vs. isolation. 

23. As children begin their elementary school years, they enter Erikson’s stage of 

a. initiative vs. independence. 

b. industry vs. inferiority. 

c. education vs. indolence. 

d. autonomy vs. conformity. 

24. If you are a young adult, you are interested in developing 

a. intimacy. 

b. generativity. 

c. integrity. 

d. initiative. 

25. A mother who complains that her son clings to her constantly and cries and complains 

when she is gone should be advised that 

a. this is normal behavior at certain stages of development. 

b. this is an unfortunate consequence of an undesirable parenting style. 

c. attachment behavior is clearly a function of delayed cognitive development. 

d. such behavior should be quickly discouraged because it leads to dependency as an 

adult. 

26. Initiative and independence are fostered by 

a. giving a child freedom to play, to use imagination, and to choose activities. 

b. a child’s experience with toilet training. 

c. acquiring personal autonomy. 

d. learning a sense of industry. 

27. According to Erikson, a child entering adolescence can expect major developmental task 

demands to center around the need to  

a. develop trust in others. 

b. achieve intimacy with another. 

c. acquire personal autonomy. 

d. develop a sense of one’s self. 

28. I am in my late forties.  If I do not reach out to others, especially to young people, 

Erikson says I will experience 

a. shame. 

b. isolation. 

c. stagnation. 
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d. guilt. 

29. Behavior directed by self-accepted moral principles represents the _______________ 

level of moral development. 

a. preconventional 

b. postconventional 

c. unconventional 

d. conventional 

30. Which of the following is a myth about aging? 

a. Most older individuals are the best drivers on the road. 

b. Most of the elderly show signs of senility and mental decay. 

c. The elderly who live alone are typically “social butterflies.” 

d. Older individuals are just as sexually active as when they were 30. 

31. When infants are placed in the middle of a visual cliff, they usually 

a. remain still. 

b. will not cross the cliff. 

c. will cross the cliff. 

d. approach their mothers when called, whether that requires crossing the cliff or not. 

32. The fact that infants will often crawl off tables or beds shows that 

a. depth perception is completely learned. 

b. human depth perception emerges at about 4 months of age. 

c. integration of depth perception with motor skills has not yet been accomplished. 

d. depth perception is completely innate. 

33. Which represents the correct order of Piaget’s stages of intellectual development? 

a. sensorimotor, concrete operational, formal operational, postoperational 

b. preoperational, concrete operational, formal operational, sensorimotor 

c. sensorimotor, preoperational, concrete operational, formal operational 

d. sensorimotor, preoperational, formal operational, concrete operational 

34. When parents around the world use a short, sharp rhythm, they are 

a. warning their baby. 

b. comforting their baby. 

c. calling attention to objects. 

d. praising their baby. 

35. Which of the following most clearly demonstrates the existence of emotional 

attachment? 

a. separation anxiety 

b. learning to walk 

c. imprinting 

d. language development 

36. According to Chomsky, humans have a _____________ to develop language. 

a. perceptual set 
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b. language acquisition device 

c. learning set 

d. memory device 

37. During the formal operations stage, children begin to 

a. accurately use concepts of time, space, and number. 

b. think primarily about concrete objects or situations. 

c. develop the concept of object permanency. 

d. think in terms of abstract principles and hypothetical possibilities. 

38. Harlow’s studies of surrogate mothers show that 

a. infant monkeys prefer the cloth surrogate only when it is the source of food. 

b. the wire surrogate is preferred because of its association with food. 

c. when frightened, infants run to the cloth surrogates for security and contact. 

d. attachment to the wire “feeding mothers” is identical to that displayed toward real 

mothers. 

39. A child is largely nonverbal, is learning to coordinate purposeful movements with sense 

information, and is developing the concept of object permanence. The child is in Piaget’s 

________________ stage. 

a. sensorimotor 

b. preoperational 

c. concrete operational 

d. formal operations 

40. Newborn children 

a. have limited sense abilities at birth and cannot feel pain at all. 

b. can follow a moving object with their eyes. 

c. cannot learn and must depend on the adaptive reflexes in order to survive. 

d. have extremely poor hearing. 

41. Object permanence is to sensorimotor stage as conservation and reversibility are to 

a. formal operational stage. 

b. preoperational stage. 

c. informal operational stage. 

d. concrete operational stage. 

42. The rapid and early learning of permanent behavior patterns during critical periods of 

development in birds and other animals is called 

a. separation anxiety. 

b. learned referencing. 

c. imprinting. 

d. social referencing. 

43. Substances capable of causing birth defects are known as 

a. carcinogens. 

b. teratogens. 
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c. chorionic villi. 

d. antigens. 

44. A child and her father are walking.   The child knows there are such things as birds but 

has never seen a bluebird before.  Upon seeing one, she says, “See the birdie,” and her father 

replies, “Yes, that’s a bluebird.”  This example demonstrates 

a. assimilation. 

b. accommodation. 

c. conservation. 

d. object permanence. 

45. Piaget is mainly known for studying 

a. language development. 

b. sexual development. 

c. social development. 

d. cognitive development. 

46. You offer to trade your nickel for a dime held by a child.  The child accepts the trade 

because the nickel is “bigger”.  The child is 

a. in the preoperational stage. 

b. in the neonatal stage of the growth sequence. 

c. obviously past the “age of reason”. 

d. displaying egocentric thought. 

47. A child and her father are walking. The child knows there are such things as birds.  Upon 

seeing a butterfly, she says, “See the birdie,” and her father replies, “No, that’s a butterfly; see 

how small it is.”  This example demonstrates 

a. assimilation. 

b. accommodation. 

c. conservation. 

d. object permanence. 

48. The repetition by infants of meaningless language sounds (including both vowel and 

consonant sounds) is called 

a. babbling. 

b. cooing. 

c. telegraphic speech. 

d. crying. 

49. According to ____________, all children pass through a series of distinct stages in their 

intellectual development. 

a. Piaget 

b. Bloom 

c. Watson 

d. Harlow 
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50. You are playing with a neighbor’s son, Sam.  He is taking a stick and waving it through 

the air, making airplane noises.  You then take the stick and push it along the ground, making car 

noises.  Sam angrily takes back the stick and says, “No, it’s a plane!”  Sam appears to be in 

Piaget’s  

a. preoperational stage. 

b. concrete operational stage. 

c. period of formal operations. 

d. sensorimotor stage. 

51. Studies of visual perception indicate that 

a. newborn babies prefer simple patterns over complex ones. 

b. babies make little use of the visual sense before age 6 months. 

c. infants prefer faces to colored ovals. 

d. infants prefer unfamiliar faces to familiar faces. 

52. The study of changes in behavior from conception to death encompasses 

a. gerontology. 

b. thanatology. 

c. developmental psychology. 

d. social psychology. 

53. Using existing patterns of behavior in new situations is called 

a. assimilation. 

b. adaptation. 

c. accommodation. 

d. conservation. 

54. Telegraphic speech refers to 

a. the single-word stage of language learning. 

b. the continuous outpouring of repeated language sounds. 

c. words that communicate only part of an idea. 

d. simple two-word sentences characteristic of early speech. 

 


