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Compare and Contrast Essay  

 

 “The Machine That Won the War” and “The Story of an Hour” are two stories that have 

similarities and differences. These two stories include irony and foreshadowing. We will discuss 

them in further detail, to explain the similarities, differences, irony, and foreshadowing. The two 

stories have a variety of examples.  

The story, “The Machine That Won the War” is different from “The Story of an Hour” in 

many ways, because this story is set in the future and includes a war that has been won by a 

machine called Multivac. John Henderson, one of the main characters, has conflict with Multivac 

for getting the credit. He had messed with the data and no one was suppose to touch the machine, 

"Thanks to Multivac," said Swift, with a quiet glance at the imperturbable Jablonsky, who 

through all the war had been Chief Interpreter of science's oracle. "Right, Max?". He was scared 

to tell his superior, Max Jablonsky because he was afraid he would get in trouble, but Max knew 

and he even had made changes himself. 

The “Story of an Hour” is also different, this story is about the death of Mr. Mallard, 

Louise’s husband.  Louise, the main character, cries in her room but soon realizes she did not 

love him all the time. She sees her husband, that’s not dead, go into the room. She was surprised, 

and she eventually died of heart attack due to shock.  

Out of all the differences, there are some similarities. They contain foreshadowing, in the 

first story, Lamar had guilt for no reason but it was actually because he used luck to win instead 

of the machine. In the second story, it says that Louise was “afflicted with heart trouble”, and 

ended up dying with a heart attack. They also both contain irony, for example, in the first story it 
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seems like the machine won the war with all of its data, but at the end Lamar says, “Heads or 

tails boys?” and you find out it was a coin toss that decided the outcome. In the second story, the 

doctors said, “she died of heart disease, of the joy that kills.” you think she will live long after he 

dies, but when she found out he’s alive she dies.  

In conclusion, both stories have many differences but also share similarities.  The 

characters faced my conflicts and struggles.  They share surprising endings and a lot of 

foreshadowing and irony.  
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