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“The Interlopers  by Saki”  and “The Story of an Hour”  by Kate Chopin  are two short 

stories that are unique in their own ways. Each utilizes certain elements to keep the reader 
intrigued to the end. However, though they might be similar in that way, they are still quite 
different from each other. 

Every story introduces a character, and commonly, it’s not just one, but several 
throughout it. “The Interlopers”  and “The Story of an Hour”  are no exceptions. In “The 
Interlopers”,  we are introduced to Ulrich von Gradwitz and Georg Znaeym, two men who “pray 
for misfortune to fall upon one another” (Saki, 3) because of a constant dispute about land and 
hunting game. In comparison, “The Story of an Hour”  contains several characters, including Mrs. 
Mallard, a woman that is  

Another thing many, many stories introduce is a conflict that will support the events that 
occur. In “The Interlopers” , the conflict begins internally, and essentially is a grudge two men 
hold towards each other, but undergoes an alteration when they are nearly crushed by an 
enormous tree branch after an encounter with each other. Now enemies turned friends, the 
conflict becomes external and Georg and Ulrich must survive the gelid conditions of winter after 
sustaining several wounds. They begin to shout, but seemingly to no avail. After some time, 
they spot distant silhouettes heading in their direction. At this point, the conflict only intensifies, 
and Ulrich realizes that the far-flung shadows are not a rescue team. He releases a “laugh, the 
idiotic chattering laugh of a man unstrung with hideous fear” (Saki, 7), ending the story with one 
last chilling word; wolves. On the other hand, “The Story of an Hour”  tells of a supposedly 
deceased man, Mr. Mallard. His wife’s sister, Josephine, is afraid to speak to Mrs. Mallard about 
it, but when she finally tells her, Mrs. Mallard weeps and goes to her room, seeking to be alone. 
While inside, she suddenly feels a sense of freedom and serenity, and, surprisingly enough, 
begins to feel relieved that her husband is gone. When Mr. Mallard arrives at the home 
unscathed and completely oblivious to the train crash that had allegedly killed him, his wife is so 
taken aback that she succumbs to her heart disease, dying instantaneously, and as the story 
quotes, “of the joy that kills” (Chopin, 1).  

Length and structure are also key characteristics that a story holds. “The Interlopers”  is 
rather lengthy, from a third person point of view, while The Story of an Hour  is brief and 
somewhat concise, but also from third person. Because of its length, “The Interlopers”  contains 
a substantial amount of detail about the environment and characters. It allows for more 
background about the events of the story. Because of “The Story of an Hour”’s  length, it only 

 



provides the names of the characters, and not too much about them. Regardless of that, both 
“The Interlopers”  and “The Story of an Hour”  provide enough insight to inform the reader of the 
characters and events. 

There is a plethora of short stories out there. Many of them have their own meaning and 
unique way of evincing creativity. Both “The Interlopers”  and “The Story of an Hour”  are 
examples of this. Because of their individuality, they stand out from each other, but one thing 
they have in common is that they present a problem and characters that gives the story a 
suspenseful sentiment, pulling the reader into a new and enticing adventure. 

 


