
9th grade 

day 36 

essay 

“The Adventures of Tom Sawyer and Huckleberry Finn” 

     Now how does a respectful town boy become friends with a ruffian orphan boy? How is it 

that they have many adventures together but hold so many differences? In “The Adventures of 

Tom Sawyer by Mark Twain” we see how two boys like this become friends, despite the  

contrasts between Tom Sawyer and Huckleberry Finn. 

     Tom Sawyer grew up with his Aunt Polly, and half-brother Sid. He tries to get out of work and 

responsibilities as much as he can, but in the end he always does as he is told. Though Tom runs 

away and always talks about leaving his home behind, he truly does love his family and cannot 

stand being away for long. As he is out in the woods, he tries to smoke but in the end he finds it 

makes him ill and does not try it again. “Every pore inside the boys' cheeks became a spouting 

fountain; they could scarcely bail out the cellers under their tongues fast enough to prevent an 

inundation; little overflowings down their throats occoured in spite of all they could do, and 

sudden retchings followed every time. Both boys were looking very pale and miserable, now.” 

(Twain, chapter 18, pg 142) Tom enjoys playing with his friends as though he is Robin Hood and 

his friends are merry men. Tom wishes to get married to the new girl in school, and the two of 

them get “engaged”, but their relationship is unstable as Tom has been “engaged” before. Tom 

possesses a large sum of money and though he protests for he wants to spend the money at 

will, he accepts having an adult control the amount he uses. 



     Huckleberry Finn grew up on his own, finding different barns and boxes to stay in after his 

parents abandoned him. He does not have any responsibilities and he does what pleases him. 

When he runs away to the woods, he does not mind being away for the short time, as he is used 

to the outdoors and lack of people. Huck has smoked for quite a long time, so it does not take a 

toll on him, as it might on others. The idea of marriage to Huck is absurd and he can’t help but 

wonder why anyone would want to do such a thing, for all Huck knows is for couples to fight 

and bicker. “Well thats the foolishest thing you could do. Look at pap and my mother. Fight! 

Why, they used to fight  all the time. I remember, mightly well.” (Twain, Chapter 35, page 204) 

Though Huck possesses a large sum of money and uses it to house, clothe, and educate himself, 

he does not enjoy the civilized life as it is too strict for him. 

     Though Tom does as he is told, he is still a trouble to the town, because he can’t keep up in 

his school and causes ruckus in the church.  Similar to Huck who is troublesome, though he does 

not go to school or church, he causes chaos by taking food, startling people and being reckless. 

Tom sneaks out of the house many times with Huckleberry Finn, which tends to cause more 

trouble than its worth. One night when they are out they witness a murder, “-and in the same 

instant the half-breed saw whis chance and drove the knife to the hilt in the young man's 

breast. He reeled and fell partly upon Potter, flooding him with his blood, and in the same 

moment the clouds blotted out the dreadful spectical and two frightened boys went speeding 

away in the dark.” (Twain chapter 9 pg 86) but on fear they would be hunted down for 

confessing, they kept quiet for some time. On many accounts they sneak about looking for 

treasure, or to go pirating, but get riled up from their beliefs in witches and lore. “Blame it, I 

dont like ha'nted houses, Tom. Why, they're a dern sight worse'n dead people. Dead people 



might talk, maybe, but they don't come sliding around in a shroud, when you ain't noticing, and 

peep over your shoulder all of a sudden and grit their teeth, the way a ghost does. I couldnt 

stand such a thing as that, Tom -nobody could”(Twain, chapter 25, page 207) However while 

following a Spaniard around, he led them to find a treasure making the two boys richer then 

they could imagine. Though the boys are troublesome they prove themselves heroes on many 

accounts. They eventually revealed the name of the murderer, and while Tom saved his friend 

Becky from being lost in a cave, Huck learned the murderers whereabouts. 

     Though Tom and Huck have differences in their lifestyle they share some interesting traits 

that fill their lives with ups and downs. They are able to work together and get along through 

their adventures. The Adventures of Tom Sawyer is an exciting book containing many intriguing  

stories of the two boys. 
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