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This is a comparison and contrast essay. Below are the differences between the two short stories: “story 

of an Hour” by Kate Chopin, and “interlopers” by Saki. I couldn’t find many similarities for the two short 

stories, but I did find that the feelings of the two are quite similar. In the “Interlopers” the feelings 

express negative feelings in the beginning (hate in his heart… wonderful changes… hideous fear.) They 

were feeling angry and hateful towards one another. Then the feelings turn to positive feelings (happy, 

hopeful) when the two men decide to become friends. Then the feeling turns right back to negative 

feelings (scared) when they realize that the figures coming through the woods towards them were 

wolves.  

In the same way the main character in “Story of an Hour” starts off having negative feelings: (she wept 

at once…a monstrous joy that held her…the joy that kills.) Then the feelings change to positive feelings 

(joyful) as she realizes that now she is free to do what she wants. Then it changes back to negative 

feelings (loss of joy) when she sees her husband walk in the door after she has been told she was dead. 

The ending for both stories are almost the same: in the “Interlopers” the story ends ironically. The 

leaders that were trapped under the tree, as well as the readers, thought that their men were coming to 

rescue them: This is situational irony because this was not expected. The ending infers that the men 

died. In the same way, the “Story of an Hour” it also ends ironically. The main character’s husband 

shows up after everyone thinks he’s dead. When he shows up his wife dies: This is situational irony 

because this was not expected. The story ends with the wife dying. 

 

The way the stories were formed is very alike. In the “Interlopers” the story is formed around an 

accident Georg and Ulrich get caught under a beech tree that fell on top of them. Most of the story is 

about what happens while they were caught under the tree. While in the “Story of an Hour”, the story is 

formed around an accident, too. The story starts off by telling us that there is an accident and Mrs. 

Mallard’s husband died in it. Most of the story is about how she deals with the news.  

One difference between the two stories is the authors. “Story of an Hour” is by Kate Chopin, and the 

“Interlopers” is by Saki. It’s a small difference, but it is one of the many differences between both stories. 

Another difference is in the mood and settings. The setting of the “Interlopers” is in a dark forest on a 

winter night. The mood is of a coming storm with the wind howling and the night cold. There were two 

groups of men in the woods. The leaders: Ulrich and Georg were enemies. The leaders go away from 

their men looking for their enemies. So the setting was dark and mysterious.  On the other hand, the 

setting in “Story of an Hour” is quite different: the setting is of the main character: Mrs. Mallard, sitting 

in a chair in her room looking out her window. So the setting seems nice although the mood is not. 

The summaries of the stories are different two. Have a look.  

Summary for the “Story of the hour”: Because of Mrs. Mallard's heart condition, everyone basically 

tiptoes around her and treats her carefully. When her sister and family friend discover Mr. Mallard got 
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killed in an accident, they take time to gently tell Mrs. Mallard that her husband has died. Mrs. Mallard 

cries her eyes out, then goes to her room to be by herself and locks the door. Inside, she seems terrified 

of some knowledge that's coming to her and finally realizes that it's her freedom. Even though she and 

her husband loved each other, and she's truly saddened by his death, she feels liberated and free for the 

first time. She looks forward to the days ahead instead of dreading them. While Mrs. Mallard is having 

this epiphany, her sister keeps trying to check on her. Finally, Mrs. Mallard comes out of her room, 

newly resolved, and she and her sister start to go downstairs. Suddenly, the very not-dead Mr. Mallard 

comes in. When Mrs. Mallard sees him, she has a tremendous shock and dies. 

Summary for the “Interlopers”: Two men, Ulrich Von Gradwitz and Georg Znaeym, are both in a forested 

area on the Carpathian Mountains one night. The men are sworn enemies, embroiled in a generations-

old land dispute. On this particular night, each hopes to find the other in order to kill him in defense of 

their property rights. Both men separate from their hunting party and happen upon one another in the 

forest. Before either can attack, the branch of a beech tree collapses on the two men and traps them 

both. The men initially quarrel but soon realize the futility of their vengeance and reconcile. They revel 

in dreams about the peaceful future and make plans to meet publicly as friends. After coming together, 

the two join their voices to get the attention of their hunting parties. Ulrich spots a crowd of supposed 

men approaching, but Georg cannot see due to the blood in his eyes. As the crowd nears, Ulrich realizes 

that the pack is not of men, but rather wolves. 

The themes of the stories are very different. The theme of the “Interlopers” is mainly about two 

enemies joining together and becoming friends. After a beech tree falls down on top of Georg and Ulrich 

they both threatened each other that their men would arrive first and then their enemy would be killed. 

But while they were waiting for their men to arrive, Ulrich started to feel pity for Georg. After a few 

minutes he asked Georg to be his friend, because he saw that the forest (which they had been fighting 

over) was really not worth being enemies over. Georg agreed.  However, in “Story of an Hour”, the 

theme is more about the main character being separate from her husband. Mrs. Mallard’s husband 

(Brently Mallard) had supposedly been in an accident and died. Most of the rest of the story is about 

how she handles the news. 

Last but not least their lives depended on different things. What the characters in the two stories lives 

depended on were the opposite: in the “Interlopers” the leaders’ lives depended on their men coming 

to rescue them out from under the beech tree. Most of the story is about Georg and Ulrich waiting for 

their men to arrive. But in the “Story of an Hour” the main character’s life depended on her husband not 

returning: in the end Mrs. Mallard died when she saw her husband walk in the door after she had been 

told he was dead. 

Another small difference is the date they were written. The “Interlopers” was written in 1919. And the 

“Story of an Hour” was written in 1894. Just a small detail. 
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