
Miriam 

musicamiriam14@gmail.com 

                          “The Interlopers” 

                                     And      

                      “The Machine That Won the War”                             

 

                 

The stories “The Interlopers” and “The Machine That Won the War” are very 

contrasting. They have entirely different settings and conflicts. There are a few 

similarities, however. They both involve a war of conflict of some kind, and each 

character feels guilt. 

 

The contrast between the settings in these stories is most evident. “The 

Interlopers” is set during a storm in a dark forest at night. Two adversaries are hunting 

each other down, plotting how to kill the other. The tension is building as they meet. The 

men in “The Interlopers” are at a crucial point in the story, they have finally met face to 

face. The futuristic “The Machine That Won the War” is set in an underground chamber 

in the daytime. Three men are discussing the recent war that has been won. They are 

casually sitting around, with the tension of war gone. “In this short interlude that the three 

had instinctively sought out in the one peaceful corner of a metropolis gone mad; in this 

entr’acte between the dangers of war and the difficulties of peace; when, for one moment, 

they might all find surcease; he was conscious only of his weight of guilt.” 

 



While these stories both involve war, they are vastly different. “The Interlopers” 

is about a family feud that grows into a personal fight. This feud has been in existence for 

a few generations, and then finally comes to one on one combat.  “The Machine That 

Won the War” is about a war between earth and some strange aliens. This war has been 

going on for only about a decade. These men are helping win the war by using the 

machine to obtain information. “Our entire war effort was geared to Multivac. It was the 

one great weapon on out side” 

 

There are a few similarities between these two stories as well. They both involve 

some sort of conflict, and each character feels guilt at some point. The men in “The 

Machine That Won the War” feel guilty for manipulating the information from the 

machine. The men in “The Interlopers” feel guilty about fighting about such a trivial 

thing as a forest, instead of working together. “ I’ve come to think we’ve been rather 

fools; there are better things in life than getting the better of a boundary dispute” 

 

In conclusion, these stories are very contrasting. They happen at exceedingly 

different time periods, places and events. And though they both involve guilt and war, 

these similarities are very tenuous.  
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