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The Necklace, a story by Guy de Maupassant , has many lessons.  Many are hidden 

underneath the main storyline. Such as the lesson that is the focus of this paper which is, if you are too 

focused on wealth it will destroy you.  

 It is about a young woman named Mathilde whose only goal in life is to become 

wealthy.  When she attains a ticket for a fancy dance from her husband she feels that she has no fancy 

jewelry and therefore cannot go to the dance. But her kind and rich friend offers Mathilde one of her 

necklaces for the dance.  Mathilde is overjoyed to wear the borrowed necklace at the dance and has a 

great time there.  She then went  home only to find that the necklace had fallen off.  After buying a very 

expensive copy she spent 10 years working off the debt.  When she ran into her friend after ten years of 

hard work and poverty her friend told her that the necklace was indeed fake and that Mathilde had 

worked for nothing.

The Necklace was written by Guy de Maupassant, a French novelist.  He was born on 

August 5, 1850 and died from Syphilis, which is a bacterial infection,  on July 6, 1893.  His parents 

divorced when he was only 11.  He studied law but then stopped for the Franco-German War.  His 

experience on the battlefield provided some inspiration for his stories. He learned a lot about writing 

when he was apprenticed to Gustave Flaubert a French novelist who said that he loved Guy as his own 

son.  When he was diagnosed with Syphilis he refused the treatment and went on with his life.  He 

continued writing many stories such as The Necklace until he died of Syphilis.

Mathilde the star of The Necklace was always unhappy.  Even when she was given what 

she wanted she always wanted more.  Her doting husband did his best to please Mathilde by getting her 

her hearts desires.  He got her a hard-to-get tickets to a dance that she had been talking about for weeks 



only to have her turn the tickets down because she did not have any fancy attire.  Mathilde could have 

gone to the dance and she would have fit in but she believed that she was meant for better.  So she 

turned to her wealthy friend and asked to borrow her jewels.  Her friend, being kind, of course let 

Mathilde borrow her jewelry.  Only then did Mathilde think that she was good enough.  She was not 

satisfied.  She thought that wealth that she borrowed was just “good enough.”

Mathilde had a twisted focus on wealth.  She believed that she was “fated” for money 

and fame.  Even though she had an adoring husband, a nice home, and friends, she was not content. 

Even when her husband gave up his happiness for her, Mathilde was not even grateful.  She believed 

that it was correct for everyone to put aside their own happiness and well-being for her.  As she stated, 

“It annoys me not to have a jewel, not a single stone to put on.  I shall look wretched.  I would almost 

rather not got to this party.”  I think that if Mathilde had a better focus she could have been a happier 

and more content person.

When Mathilde had attained the necklace from her friend, Madame Forestier, she felt 

beautiful and wealthy. Something as small as faux necklace would satisfy her.  But more than the 

necklace it was the illusion of wealth.  Mathilde Loisel believed that the necklace was worth a lot of 

money and therefore was something that she needed to look good when in fact is was a fake.  The 

necklace could even resemble something bigger.  Such as how we all put on illusions that we are better 

off than we really are or that wealth is only a illusion.

Mrs. Loisel believed that she was “fated” or “destined” for wealth.  She believed that no 

matter what happened she would one day be a rich aristocrat.  She believed it until that was her reality. 

Because of her “fate” she was miserable.  But had she focused on working she may have become 

wealthy.  She could have changed her “fate”. But instead she decided to let “destiny” control her.

Because of her focus she was destroyed.  She made herself an unbeautiful person for ten 

years because of her focus.  But Mathilde made the best of it.  She devoted herself to her work.  Every 

once in a while she would sit down and imagine what she could have done differently.  But the hardest 



lesson of all was the only lesson that would teach Madame Loisel the importance of wealth.  She 

learned that lesson and she learned it well.  She learned it so well that when she saw Madame Forestier 

many years later Madame Forestier did not recognize Mathilde because Mathilde had worked so hard. 

But after ten years of hard work I believe that Mathilde was happier than she had ever been.

Mrs. Loisel was very focused on one thing.  That thing was wealth.  Because her she was 

too focused on wealth she became extremely poor.  Perhaps if she had been focused on work instead of 

wealth she would have done better. I believe that wealth can be a positive influence if it is only focused 

on in small doses.  If you focus on one thing too much the opposite of what you are focusing on will 

happen.  We see that in The Necklace.  Wealth was a negative influence on Mathilde but it can be a 

positive influence on us.  You just have to make sure that you don't let your focus control you.  This 

quote proves that wealth had too much of a hold on Madame Loisel, “She had a rich friend of her 

convent days, whom she did not want to go and see any more, so much did she suffer as she came 

away.”  The Bible has many verses about not letting wealth control you.  Such as this one, “Pride goeth 

before destruction, and an haughty spirit before a fall.” (King James Version, Prov. 16:18)

This is why my thesis statement is valid.  Not all people who are focused on wealth will 

be destroyed financially but they will destroy their ability to be grateful, happy, and content.  This is 

why The Necklace is a valuable story for us to read and learn from.  It teaches us the importance of 

focus, wealth, and being content with what we have.  I think that we can all learn something from this 

wonderful story.  
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