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“Free! Body and soul free!” she kept whispering. That is from the short story, The Story 

of an Hour by Kate Chopin. The Story of an Hour is about a woman whose husband dies. At first 

she is upset then realizes how happy she is that her husband died because the rest of her life will 

be hers completely. Then she finds out her husband didn’t die, and then she has a heart attack 

and dies. That is the first story I am comparing and contrasting. The second is The Machine that 

won the War by Isaac Asimov, which is about guys who talk about what really won the war. 

Then it turns out it was just a matter of coin flipping that won the war. This essay will compare 

and contrast these two stories. 

 The genres of both stories are very different. The genre of The Story of an Hour is drama. 

This is shown by the way she deals with her husband’s death and the fact that he is alive. 

However the genre of The Machine that won the War is Sci-fi (what Asimov is known for). This 

is shown by the setting, the setting is in space, also by the fact that they just won a war with 

space creatures of some kind. As you can see, these are two very different books, as the genres 

are very different. Sci-fi is usually fictional science, an example is aliens. Drama is usually more 

personal.  

 The main characters are also very different. The main characters in The Story of an Hour 

are all females, this is shown that it is her sister that tells her what happened to her husband and 

Louise is female. The main characters of The Machine that won the War are male. They are 

obviously different because of their gender but their personalities are also very different too. The 

main characters and genres may be different but there is a similarity.  

 The similarity of these two is that they both have a surprise ending. The Story of an Hour 

ends with her dying of a heart attack because her husband IS alive and not dead. The Machine 

that won the War ends with everyone finding out that it wasn’t the giant computer that won the 

war but a matter of coin flipping on all decisions that were made.  

 In conclusion, these stories are very different when it comes to their characters and 

genres but they have quite similar endings. These stories both very good and well written. 

   



 


