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The short stories “The Story of an Hour” and “The Interlopers” are very different in some 
ways and very similar in others. The main character, Mrs. Mallard, in “The Story of an Hour” 
received news that her husband had been killed in a work accident. At first she is distraught, but 
soon she realizes that she is free from her bad marriage. Mrs. Mallard, whose health was failing, 
started dancing and shouting “Free”, her sister, who was downstairs, ran up to check on her. 
When Mrs. Mallard’s sister opened the door she told her sister to stop shouting and suggested 
coming downstairs. When Mrs. Mallard came downstairs, her husband walked through the door, 
this unexpected shock caused Mrs. Mallard to have a heart attack, and die on the spot. This is a 
form of irony known as Situational Irony-Situational Irony is occurs when the exact opposite of 
what is expected to happen, happens. In “The Story of an Hour”, Mr. Mallard is expected to be 
be dead, and Mrs. Mallard is expected to live, but Mr. Mallard is alive, and Mrs. Mallard dies. 
Something similar happens is “The Interlopers”. 
 

In “The Interlopers” the main characters, Ulrich von Gradwitz and Georg Znaeym, are 
carrying on the feud between their two families. This feud is about which family owns the forest 
that separates the two families properties. In this story, the main characters meet in the forest 
while hunting. Ulrich and Georg tell each other that their hunting parties are not far behind them, 
and when their men find them someone is going to die. As the men are threatening one another, a 
deadly storm uproots a nearby tree, and the tree lands on the men, pinning them to the ground. 
After a few hours of unsuccessful struggling and silence, Znaeym starts mocking Von Gradwitz 
about their situation, “So you’re not killed, as you ought to be, but you’re caught, anyway,” he 
cried, “caught fast. Ho, what a jest, Ulrich von Gradwitz snared in his stolen forest. There’s real 
justice for you!” (Chopin,1)  After a few moments of arguing and more silence, Ulrich realizes 
that their feud  was unnecessary, and asked Georg to be his friend and end the feud. Georg 
agreed, and silence fell once again. A while later, the men saw shadows running towards them, 
thinking it’s their men coming to rescue them, they begin shouting. The shadows stop moving 
and the men realize that it’s not their men, it’s wolves. This is Dramatic Irony- Dramatic Irony 
happens when the reader knows that a certain event in the story will end a particular way, before 
the characters know. In “The Interlopers” the reader’s know that Ulrich and Georg will, at some 
point, die in the forest. Unfortunately the men didn’t know that they would die in the very forest 
that they had been fighting over for years.  
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