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Comparing and Contrasting “The Interlopers” and “Story of an Hour” 
 

The mystery of comparing and contrasting stories is: Where is the fun? I think the fun is  
writing, reading different stories, and pointing out different ideas that other people didn’t notice. 
Everyone thinks differently, so you may learn some new things that you may not have noticed or 
understood. It’s fun to think smart and learn new things. In this essay, I will compare and 
contrast “The Interlopers” and “Story of an Hour.” 
 

There are feelings in every story, and they are all different. Some stories have a happy, 
joyful feeling, and others, a sad feeling. Sometimes it’s both. Both “The Interlopers” and “Story 
of an Hour’s” characters find happiness a bad situation. In “The Interlopers,” Ulrich and Georg 
are trapped under a tree, both of them severely injured, this makes a slightly scary feeling. But 
Ulrich starts to find a joy, a new friend. As Ulrich said, “ Neighbor, if you will help me to bury the 
old quarrel, I will ask you to be my friend.” As they lie there, they became friends, this is a good 
in a bad. (lines 46-47) In the same way, in “Story of an Hour,” Mrs. Mallard’s husband “dies,” 
and this is a sad feeling, but she soon learns that she is free from the burden of marriage, a 
happy feeling. (line 53) The narration of the stories are also different. Both of the stories are 
omnisciently third-person narrated and, ironically, the main character(s) of the stories die in the 
end. (Interlopers: lines 200-208; Story of an Hour: line 70) 
 

There is also a climax in every story, some good and some bad. The climaxes in both of 
these stories are good. In “The Interlopers,” the climax is when the men become friends. (...166) 
In “Story of an Hour,” the climax is when she realizes that she is free. (line 53) Also, every story 
has characters, some are animals, some are people, and some are about other things. In these 
two stories, the characters are people. 
 

With all these similarities, there are many more differences. The settings are different. In 
“The Interlopers,” the story starts on a cold, winter night, but most of the story is when they are 
stuck underneath a beech tree. (lines 58-59) Although, in “Story of an Hour,” it starts in a house 
with a group of mourning people, and the rest of the set is when Mrs. Mallard is in her room. 
(lines 10-11)  
 

Both stories have a different plot. In “The Interlopers,” the plot is two enemies are 
searching for each other, hoping to kill the other person for a strip of forest that divides them. 
(lines 47-49) But they become trapped under the same fallen tree, where two long-lasting 
enemies become friends. However, in “Story of an Hour.” the plot is that heart-diseased Mrs. 
Mallard grieves for her “dead” husband, (lines 1-2) only to get a taste of sudden joy that she is 
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free from her husband. (line 39) That sudden joy was to be suddenly taken away from her when 
her husband walks into the door, alive, is enough to kill her; as the doctors say, it was the joy 
that kills. (line 70) 
 

While there is a climax, there is a part of the story where is eases down. In “The 
Interlopers,” the climax is when Ulrich and Georg are friends. It starts to descent when they start 
to call out for help. It was Ulrich’s idea, for he said, “Let’s shout for help in this lull our voices 
may carry a little way.” (lines 178-179) But in “Story of an Hour,” The climax is when Mrs. 
Mallard starts to say “free, free, free,” and the descent is when her sister knocks on the door 
and calls her to come out, afraid that she is hurting herself with her heart trouble. (lines 54-56) 
 

So here is the fun! The way I put all this, it’s fun! This is the way I saw things in these two 
stories, and the thought that everyone thinks differently is fun. There is joy reading these stories, 
fun writing things that others may not have noticed, and, in conclusion, your attitude on things. 
All of the comparing and contrasting stories is fun. I hope you enjoyed reading this comparing 
and contrasting essay. 
 
https://archive.vcu.edu/english/engweb/webtexts/hour/ 
www.anderson.k12.ky.us/Downloads/The%20Interlopers[1].pdf 
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