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            Compare and Contrast: The Interlopers and The Story of an Hour.  

An elderly woman tasting freedom for the first time; a pair of rivals being trapped 

together in a precarious situation; The Interlopers and The Story Of An Hour have wholly 

distinct plots, involving characters who are nothing alike, in circumstances entirely different. The 

two stories appear to have no relation whatsoever, but there is much more to be found beneath 

the surface. While The Interlopers and The Story Of An Hour seem to have nothing in common 

at first glance, a more in depth look at them shows that while there are a lot of differences 

between them, there are also a lot of similarities to be found.  

 

The Interlopers tells the story of two neighbors: Ulrich von Gradwitz and Georg Znaey, and how 

they come to find a resolution to their conflict. At the start of the story, the two men are bitter 

rivals, embroiled in a generational feud between their neighboring families. The long-lasting 

feud centers around a patch of woodlands, and began when Ulrich's grandfather "..wrested it 

from the illegal possession of a neighboring family of petty landowners.." (Saki) This dispute 

caused great tension between the families, as the Znaey family believed it was rightfully their 

land that the Gradwitz family arrogated; they would go hunting there in what Ulrich describes as, 

"a long series of poaching affrays"(Saki). Being intransigent, neither family were willing to put 

aside their differences and make amends, so the feud continued for years. On the night the story 
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details, Ulrich is out at night in the woodlands his family owns, watching for thieves with his 

men. Seeing a disturbance, and believing it to be Georg, he sets off by himself to accost and kill 

his enemy. He and Georg come face to face, but both are a little hesitant to shoot the other, 

without proper cause. Before either of them have a chance to kill the other however, a storm 

intervenes by crushing them both under a tree; rendering them unable to move. As the story goes 

on, Ulrich feels inclined to attempt a reconciliation between the men, and their families. Despite 

some initial reluctance, Georg eventually accedes, and the men genially wait for their men to 

arrive and save them; now being friends. The story takes an unexpected turn right at the end 

however, when in an attempt to attract their men by raising their voices, they instead lure wolves. 

The Story Of An Hour is about an elderly woman Mrs Mallard, who has a heart condition, 

meaning her friends and family are wary about telling her the news of her husband's death. Her 

sister tells her and after initially breaking down in tears, Mrs Mallard goes upstairs and privately 

rejoices about the sense of freedom she feels at the news of her husband's demise. The story 

takes place within an hour, hence the name, so the majority of the tale focuses on her inward 

struggle of feeling both happy and devastated by her husband's passing. Not much else transpires 

as  the story progresses, however right at the end of the tale, it is revealed her husband is actually 

alive! He walks through the front door, and in a fatal twist, Mrs Mallard falls dead from "..the 

joy that kills." (Chopin, Kate)  

 

Although there is conflict in both tales, the conflict shown within the stories is different.. The 

Interlopers shows external conflict, between Ulrich von Gradwitz and Georg Znaey. The external 

conflict between the men and their families is important to the story; it builds suspense and 

drives the narrative forward. At the same time, it also makes the ending much sadder; after a 
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lifelong conflict, the men make up and almost straight away, are killed. In contrast, while the 

conflict in The Story Of An Hour also makes for a heartbreaking ending, in this case the conflict 

is all internal. Mrs Mallard faces inner turmoil, as she tries to balance her sadness at her 

husband's passing, and the joy she feels at his death; after all, his death means her freedom. Both 

stories show the end of something very inherent in the characters lives, but the thing that ends 

differs greatly between the stories. In The Interlopers the end of the long-lasting feud between 

the characters is important, to the characters, and consequently, to the story. This rivalry has 

become a part of who they are, so by ending the conflict, they grow and change as people 

instantaneously. Meanwhile, in The Story Of An Hour the end of Mrs Mallard's entrapment is 

what's significant to the character, and by extension the plot; the shocking results of her sudden 

sense of freedom drive the story forward. Varying types of irony are used in both stories, 

however the irony that's most used in each story is different. The Interlopers features more verbal 

irony than dramatic irony, unlike The Story Of An Hour,which contains more dramatic irony 

than verbal. An example of the verbal irony used in the story is when, after getting crushed by a 

tree, Georg mocks Urich by saying "Ulrich von Gradwitz snared in his stolen forest."(Saki) This 

is verbal irony because Ulrich didn't actually steal the forest; it was a sarcastic statement. The 

Story Of An Hour on the other hand features more dramatic irony than verbal irony. An example 

of the dramatic irony in the story comes when Mrs Mallard's sister tries to comfort her, assuming 

Mrs Mallard is grieving in her room, however, she's actually in her room incredibly happy about 

her husband's death. This is dramatic irony because you as the reader are aware that Mrs Mallard 

is not in her room grieving, while the character of her sister is not aware.  

 

While both stories use different kinds of irony throughout, they do share a type of irony, 
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situational, which, in both cases, leads towards one of their biggest similarities; their ending. In 

both The Interlopers and The Story Of An Hour situational irony is used to create a shocking 

twist, leading to the death of the main character/s. The situational irony in The Interlopers is that, 

upon just having reconciled with one another, and working together to get help to save their 

lives, they end up attracting wolves, which presumably kill them both. The situational irony in 

The Story Of An Hour is that, after having just been told that her husband has died, and feeling 

freedom for the first time because of that news, Mrs Mallard's husband is discovered to be alive. 

The irony goes even further when, as a result of the news of her husband's survival, Mrs Mallard 

herself dies. Another similarity between the stories is the use of weather to foreshadow later 

events; this literary technique is used in both. In The Interlopers the forest is described as restless 

from the very beginning of the story; with animals even running away from the maelstrom of the 

woodlands. This foreshadows that something bad is on its way; which of course is accurate, 

because by the end of the tale, both men are trapped beneath a tree with a pack of wolves 

running,with great celerity,towards them. Similarly, in The Story Of An Hour Mrs Mallard looks 

out her window, after hearing the news of her husband's demise, and sees, "the tops of trees that 

were all aquiver with the new spring life."(Chopin, Kate) creating foreshadowing of later events. 

After the news of a loved one's passing, you'd expect the weather to be stormy, with dark skies 

and thunder, and yet, by having the weather so bright and cheerful, it foreshadows the inner 

freedom and new life Mrs Mallard feels because of her husband's passing. The point of view 

used to narrate both stories is third person omniscient: the narrative used to tell a story from the 

perspective of somebody outside of the story, who knows everything about the characters and 

events within the story. In The Interlopers an omniscient point of view enables the reader to see 

how deeply the men hate each other, as well as describe the setting of the story in detail; which 
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adds suspense. At the same time, in The Story Of An Hour an omniscient perspective is used to 

allow the author to tell the story without being limited to the protagonists point of view. This is 

crucial for creating the dramatic irony at the beginning of the story; where the narrator reveals 

her husband has died, before Mrs Mallard herself knows.  

It's easy to see the vast amount of differences between these two stories; in conflict, what ends 

for the characters, the irony used, and more. It's also, more shockingly, easy to see the 

similarities between the two works; both contain ironic endings, foreshadowing, and an 

omniscient point of view. While the differences between the two books are far easier to see than 

the similarities; by studying the two, it is possible to find an abundance of both differences, and 

similarities. 
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