
Compare and Contrast: The Interlopers and The Story of an Hour 
 

The two stories, The Interlopers and The Story of an Hour are both very entertaining 
stories. They have many similarities, but are also very different. The stories are both interesting, 
and have good plotlines. Both stories have unpredictable endings, and in both something good 
comes something bad. Let’s take a look. But the feel and styles of the stories are different.

 
First off, I’m going to fast forward to the end of both stories and focus on a similarity. 

Both stories have a very unpredictable ending. In the Interlopers, both men were eaten by 
wolves. Neither of them expected to die that day, but they both did. In the Story of an Hour, I 
thought at the end the husband would be dead and Louise would be alive still. Instead, her 
husband came home and Louise died of joy. This was unexpected. Both endings also have 
unexpected deaths of all of the main characters. This is one similarity! 

Another similarity is the fact that in both stories, something good came from something 
bad. In the Interlopers, the two men hated each other at the beginning. But then they got pinned 
beneath the tree together, and they became friends while lying there. In the Story of an Hour, 
Louise heard that her husband had died and was devastated. She locked herself up in her room 
and cried, only wanting to be alone. But while she sat there, she began to think of the freedom 
she would have now that she didn’t have a husband. She felt free. Both stories have something 
good come from something bad! 

Let’s look at the differences. For one thing, in The Interlopers, the men wanted 
something deep: to kill and have revenge on the other. Quoting from the story, “as boys they had 
thirsted for one another’s blood, as men each prayed that misfortune might fall on the 
other…”(Saki 83). In The Story of an Hour, Louise longed to have someone alive. I believe The 
Story of an Hour has a softer beginning because of these factors. The Interlopers has a tougher 
start.  

Another difference is the style of the two stories. The Interlopers story has an intense 
theme, men sneaking around, trying to kill each other. The Story of an Hour has a more subtle 
style. The story is simply about a woman trying to get over the death of her husband, and finding 
the good in her situation. As said in the story, “When she abandoned herself a little whispered 
word escaped her slightly parted lips... ‘free, free, free!’” (Chopin 1).  

As you can see, these two stories are very different. Their styles are different, their 
longings are different. But they also have these similarities: unpredictable endings and good 
coming from bad. These stories are very entertaining and I enjoyed reading them! 
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