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Day 35 Compare and Contrast Essay  
 
The two short stories used in this comparison are “The Machine That Won The War” by 

and “The Story of an Hour” by Kate Chopin. Both stories deal with death and freedom. I will 
show the similarities and differences in the character's motivation for wanting to be free, the 
settings in which the stories take place and the plots of each story. Sometimes the only way to 
gain freedom is through death, and through this essay I will show you who that is true in these 
stories.  

Both stories deal with death and freedom, but each story has a different motivation for 
wanting to be free. In “The Machine That Won The War”, the characters wanted to be free from 
a war; you can see this on page one where it says, “Yet now, for a day, perhaps for a week, 
even Multivac might celebrate the great time, and rest (p.1) ”. In “The Story of an Hour”, 
Mrs.Mallard wanted to be free from her mean husband; you can see this in paragraph 10 where 
it says, “She said it over and over under her breath: ‘free, free, free!’  (paragraph one)”. 
The stories are different in specific motivation but have the same wanting to be free of 
something that is compressing them. The stories have different motivations, but what do the 
settings show? 

Both stories deal with death and freedom, but each story has a different setting.  In “The 
Machine That Won The War”, the main setting is in the computer; you can see this on page one 
where the author wrote, “Lamar Swift took off the military cap he was wearing and looked down 
the long and empty main corridor of the enormous computer  (p.1)”. In “The Story of an Hour”, 
the main setting is in Mrs.Mallard’s home; you can see this where it is written in paragraph five, 
“She could see in the open square before her house the tops of trees that were all 

aquiver with the new spring life  (paragraph 5)”. The stories are different in specific setting 
but are similar in a setting in which the character’s related to being compressed or in chains. 
Each story has a different setting, but how do the plots compare? 

Both stories deal with death and freedom, but each story has a different plot. In the end, 
both motivations are met as each side becomes free. In “The Machine That Won The War”, the 
computer beat the war against the Deneb and in “The Story of an Hour”, Mrs.Mallard won by her 
husband supposedly dying. Also, in the end of each story, the settings are no longer a jail cell. 
In “The Machine That Won The War”, the computer is no longer needed for a war since the war 
is won; you can see this on page one, “For the first time in a decade, technicians were not 
scurrying about the vitals of the giant computer, the soft lights did not wink out their erratic 
patterns, the flow of information in and out had halted  (p.1)”. In “The Story of an Hour”, 



Mrs.Mallard dies when she finds out her husband has actually not passed so therefore the 
house is no longer her jail because she eventually did escape; you can see this in paragraph 
twenty, “When the doctors came they said she had died of heart disease--of the joy that 

kills (paragraph 20) ”. These stories compare and contrast in motivation, settings, and plot. 
As you can see, each of these stories are the same in some ways and different in other 

ways. Each story deals with death and freedom, but the character’s motivation for wanting to be 
free, the settings in which the stories take place and the plots are different. Sometimes it takes 
death to gain freedom, and these stories can show different scenarios in which this is true.  

 
 


