
Heather 
lifegoeson9913@gmail.com 

 

Compare and Contrast Essay 

  ‘The Story of an Hour’ and ‘The Interlopers’ you may not think so but they actually have a few 

things in common. In ‘The Story of an Hour’ Mrs. Mallard discovers that her husband has 

passed away in a train accident. Not long after, her husband walks in shocking Mrs. Mallard. In 

‘The Interlopers’ Georg Znaeym and Ulrich von Gradwitz have been feuding neighbors over the 

forest land for years. One winter night, Georg and Ulrich get trapped when a tree falls over 

pinning them both to the snowy ground. Keep reading to find out what these two stories do and 

do not have in common. 

  Both Mrs. Mallard and the feuding neighbors had the same dilemma of having their happiness 

ripped into pieces. Mrs. Mallard was full of joy after hearing of her husband’s death. In an 

unexpected turn of events, Mr. Mallard walks through the door, ripping Mrs. Mallard’s happiness 

in half along with her heart. Mrs. Mallard dies of ‘the joy that kills’(Chopin) but we know she 

really died of a broken heart. Georg and Ulrich were happy when they saw something moving 

amongst the trees, but like a thief in the night their happiness was stolen away when they saw it 

was a wolf pack. The wolves, ravenous and hungry, killed Georg and Ulrich. So, both Mrs. 

Mallard and the neighbors has their happiness and their lives stripped away, all because of a 

twist no one was expecting. 

 With the similar things out of the way, lets get into the difference. Mrs. Mallard was in a house 

in the city in the spring time, while Georg and Ulrich were in the forest in the winter time. So they 

were in different environments. Georg and Ulrich were surrounded by trees and animals, while 

Mrs. Mallard had her sister and Mr. Mallard’s friend. Another difference is how they died. Mrs. 

Mallard died because her husband was actually alive, while Georg and Ulrich died by an attack 

of wolves. Mrs. Mallard had a conflict with herself  because she wasn’t happy with her marriage, 

while Georg’s and Ulrich’s conflict was physical and known to everyone. 

 So ‘The Story of an Hour’ and ‘The Interlopers’ have some things in common even though they 

have many differences. These stories are both very good stories, teaching us different lessons 
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that are very important. ‘The Story of an Hour’ teaches us that we need to love and enjoy the 

things we have, because one day it will all disappear. ‘The Interlopers’ teaches us that all 

conflicts need to be resolved and to love our enemies. 
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