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Compare and Contrast 
The Interlopers and The Machine that Won the War 

 
My essay is a compare and contrast essay about “The 

Machine that Won the War” and “The Interlopers”. I am going to 
explain these stories difference as well as what they have in 
common. These stories have a couple of similarities as well as 
ironic differences. With comparing and these stories, it 
encourages you to look farther than you think. 

 
Something that these stories have in common is they both 

take place about 40 years ago. The settings are both in a place 
where the situation is stressful and very tense. It’s clear to see 
that these stories are from a little while in the past because of how 
they describe each problem. They use older language like “for 
which to be agreed”, and phrases like that. Both of these stories 
also end in some form of situational irony. At the end of The 
Machine that Won the War, of course, the machine won the war, 
but not in the way that the creators expected it to. In The 
Interlopers, both men ended up becoming friends and then were 
eaten by wolves. 

 
Both stories main conflict is some kind of feud, yet in The 

Machine that Won the War, the feud is a war against countries. 
The machine was called The Multipack. It helped calculate when 
they need to attack, move, or stay put. The Machine that Won the 
War is also a nonfiction. This is a true story about a machine that 
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helped troops win a war with the data and intelligence that was 
put into it. 

 
While The Machine that Won the War is about a war, The 

Interlopers is about a family feud. Ulrich von Gradwitz and Georg 
Znaeym were both fighting over land that their families had been 
fighting over for decades. They decided to hunt each other so 
whoever lost and died, the other would get the land. This did not 
end how they both expected. The Interlopers is a mix of realistic 
fiction and historical fiction. This story could really be a realistic 
story because a lot of feuds over land used to happen a lot. That 
is also why it could be historical fiction. There were family feuds 
everywhere over everything. Animals, property, land, and even 
things concerning people, servants, and kids. 

 
This essay was about the similarities and differences of 

these two short stories. These stories had similarities that broke 
into differences, like how both of these stories were about a 
dispute, but different disputes. This compare and contrast essay 
is a way to search deeper into a story. 

 
 
 


