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Compare and Contrast Essay 

Both of the short stories we have read are different but the same in many ways. I will 

give you a brief description of each story then I will tell you the comparisons and the contrasts of 

each story. They both have the same ending, maybe. They are both about life.  

 

The Story of an Hour is about a lady with heart troubles finding out her husband is dead. 

She doesn’t react the same way any wife would, she goes up to her room and sits up there 

looking out the window at all that is below. She sits up there and thinks about how she is now 

free. Free from having someone tell her what to day and night, about how she can now go and do 

all the things she wanted, about how it would be a long and happy life. She then starts to walk 

downstairs to her sister, who is the one who told Louise of the news. Then as she is walking 

down stairs, her front door starts to be unlocked. She then sees her husband walk in. She screams 

then falls dead. She died from a heart failure. "The joy that kills." 

  

The Interlopers is about two families feuding. They have been feuding for generations. 

This generation of children has made it personal, though. They have been fighting over a piece of 

land that's been given to the Gradwitz’s. The Znaeym’s have been upset because that land 

belonged to them first and the court made them give it to the Gradwitz’s. The sons are named 

Ulrich Von Gradwitz and Georg Znaeym. Georg had been caught poaching on Ulrich’s land, and 

Ulrich was going to find him and shoot him. Georg and Ulrich had met at a birch tree. Lightning 

made the tree fall on top of them. It landed on their legs. Ulrich managed to grab his wine bottle 
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and screw the cap off. He drank some and offered some to Georg. "Georg refused because he 

does not drink wine with his enemies." That got Ulrich thinking. What if they weren’t enemies. 

He said that if they weren’t enemies, then they could share the wine. Georg started thinking that 

it would be amusing to watch everyone in town starring as they walk through as if they were 

friends. Then he agreed to be friends with Ulrich. Georg had some wine. Goerg promised that he 

would not hunt on Ulrich’s land unless invited too. Then they started wondering where their men 

were. They would holler and do hunting calls, but no one could hear them. Then Ulrich saw 

someone coming. He started hollering at them to help them. "Georg couldn’t see because there 

was too much blood in his eyes." Then Ulrich stopped hollering and told Georg to stop as well. 

For they weren’t people. They were wolves, running straight towards them. That's the end of the 

story.  

 

These two stories are different, but in some ways, they are the same. In The Story Of An 

Hour and The Interlopers they all died in the end. Both of the stories made resolutions in the end 

before they died.  Louise made peace with her husband’s death and felt free from command. 

They both felt like they were free.  

 

The contrasts in these two stories are far greater. The Story Of An Hour was about the 

death of a woman's husband. The Interlopers was about two men becoming friends after 

generations of their families being enemies. Both of the men wanted to kill each other. Louise 

wanted to be free of her husband's grips and be able to do what she wants. Louise feels she is 

free when her sister tells her that her husband, Brently, is dead. Louise went to her room inside 
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her house to think it over and to get over the death of Brently. The men had gotten trapped under 

a birch tree, and the offer of wine had to be made for them to think about being friends. The 

thought of everyone staring at the men because they were talking in a friendly manner was very 

pleasing to them.  

 

That is the comparisons and contrasts of The Story of An Hour and The Interlopers. In 

many ways, they are the same, but in even more they are different. They have different morals in 

each story. In The Interlopers, the lesson is that you should make friends with your enemies 

rather than fight. In The Story of An Hour, the lesson is that you should always love what you 

have for you may lose it sometime. 
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● "The Joy that kills" from The Story of An Hour 

● "Georg refused because he does not drink wine with his enemies." from The Interlopers 
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● "Georg couldn’t see because there was too much blood in his eyes."  from the Interlopers.  

 


